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The Office of the National Economic and Social Development
Board (NESDB), on May 31, 2010, reported Thailand’s social

conditions in the 1% quarter of 2010.

Ms. Suwannee Khamman, Deputy Secretary General reported
on the Office of NESDB’s monitoring of significant social
situations and important trends to watch for the next period.

Social Development Report in Q1/2010

Employment rose 2.6% from the 1% quarter of 2010.
Steady recovery from the 4" quarter of 2009 in the
manufacturing and service sectors drove unemployment rate
to 1.1%; only 430,000 people were unemployed. The number
of people working more than 40 hours/week increased 14%.
Insured persons applying for unemployment benefit reduced
to 126,116. However, an important trend to watch is the rising
unemployment in the 2nd and 3rd quarters, and impacts on
the quality of life of the workforce as a result of income
losses. This is largely due to (1) business disruption and
damages incurred to the business sector during the political
protest and riot which led to reduced working hours and lay-
offs, (2) damages to the farm sector due to severe drought,
pests and crop diseases, which represented a constraint on
the agricultural sector to absorb additional labor, (3) the entry
of newly graduates to the job market since late March. Other
issues are imbalance in the labor market reflected in shortage
of unskilled labor and shortage of skilled labor to match the
market demand, and the need for a social protection system
and skills development training for workers in the informal

sector.

Mental health especially Political Stress Syndrome (PSS)
has become a serious concern amid intensifying political
tension, social conflicts, and business uncertainties. Most Thais
have not developed the skills to cope with stressful situation
and life crisis. The burden of disease from mental health was
on the rise. For children and the youth, this would represent an
obstacle to quality human development. For working force, this
would affect productivity. Major issues to monitor are (1) severe
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mental health problem, due to social tension and subsequent
economic problems, and consequence of the 2008-2009
economic crisis, leads to increasing suicide rate (2) continued
social conflicts would add to the stress and aggravate mental
health, (3) exposure to excessive information from all sources
including social media and social networks without proper
verification and deliberation could create more tension especially
among children and the youth who do not have the maturity and
coping skills, (4) more older persons may be abandoned and
suffer from depression.

Further, Thai people still faced health risks that require
close surveillance, namely periodic eruption of flu, Chorela
that
consumption, e.g. new tobacco products such as electronic

recurred every three-year, new trend of tobacco

cigarette which had more hidden health risks to the
consumers and others. New studies have identified harmful
effects from residue of cigarette smoke that remains in the
environment on third-handed smokers. More stringent law
enforcement on smoke-free areas is needed to protect the

health of non-smokers.

The number of crimes dropped, partly due to the
economic recovery. Expanded employment, plus Government
pro-active measures, led to reduction of drug-related crimes,
and crimes against property. In the long run, it is still
necessary to maintain vigilant monitoring of drug problems,
especially among the youth. Pressure from within and outside
ICT

technology, e.g. chat, hi-5, facebook, twitter, also led to the

the family, coupled with the widespread use of

seduction of children and the youth, especially aged 11-15

years old.

Global Warming has made drought and forest fires
during dry seasons more severe. Some areas experienced
an extended period of smog and <10 micron dust (PM,),
which affected the health of vulnerable groups such as small
children, the elderly, and people with respiratory problems. A
sustainable solution to conserve and rehabilitate the forest
and to prevent forest fires is to introduce Wet Forest to the

forest land.
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Lead Story : “The Force of Children and Youth to Society”

An
sustainable future is to develop Thai people of all ages to be

urgent agenda to drive Thailand toward a
good citizen of high caliber, with volunteering spirit. It is time
to breathe positive force into population of all
Our

role models to supplement the

ages,
particularly children and youth development. next
generation needs good
deteriorating life capital they possess at present. Positive
force would help them overcome many obstacles in their lives
so that they can make valuable contribution to society and the

country in the future.

At present, various measures have been implemented
in order to develop children and youth to become human
being with desirable qualities. These include social protection
such as nutrition and health care, child and youth protection,
development of quality and access to education services, 15
years of free education, and study loans. Moreover, funds and
institutes for learning promotion and youth development,
talent and learning innovation, creative and safe media have
been established. Surveillance centers for culture, society and
technology have also been set up. However, the aforementioned
measures focus on resolving of each particular problem and
concern. Unless holistic approaches centering at children are
implemented, these measures would be ineffective. More
focus has to be placed on prevention of problem and
enhancement of child’s potential by increasing number of good
and creative activities, social activities, and youth networks for
academic and charity works.

that
emphasizes space and options for the youth. It is believed that

Positive Youth Development is an approach
shared positive experiences will inspire positive social behaviors.
This approach is based on prevention, to protect them from
harmful environment and to provide the youth a fresh start. The
aim is to nurture the youth to become competent, with good
social skills, self-control, disciplines, self-reliance, and enthusiasm
for learning new things, to be capable of analytical thinking and
problem-solving, and to have the maturity to avoid risky
behaviors. This requires a loving, understanding, and supportive
family. The school should provide a wide range of child-centered
learning activities. Children should find plenty of supplementary
learning in outside the school. The community should instill a
sense of belong and attachment. The society should provide

ample social space for children to become good members, ones
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that have volunteering spirit and civic consciousness. The media
should connect the children to the borderless world of endless
but harmless creativities. The Government must provide support
and coordinate collaboration from all sectors. The private sector
should support various activities and help coaching the youth.
Last but not least, local authorities should be a driving force for
children and youth development at the community level all over
the country.

NESDB : National Economic and Social Development Board



