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The Office of the National Economic and Social
Development Board (NESDB), on November 29, 2010,
reported Thailand’s social conditions in the 3
quarter of 2010.

Mr. Arkhom Termpittayapaisith, Secretary General
and Mrs. Suwannee Khamman, Deputy Secretary
General, reported on. the Office of NESDB’s
monitoring of significant social situations and
important trends to watch for the next period.

Social Development Report in Q3/2010

Thai economy, employment and income of
the workforce: Expanding economy enhanced job
and income opportunities. But the tightening labour
market  will the
production sectors. In the short run, the quality of
life of Thai labour was affected by natural disaster
and impacts on the agricultural sector, as well as
reduced remittance income as a result of stronger
Baht.

constitute a constraint for

® During the 3" quarter average employment
by 0.8%
economic expansion improved employment and
income  opportunities.
dropped to 0.9% with only 341,000 unemployed.
There were 124,037 insured persons seeking
unemployment compensation, down from the same
period of last year.

increased year-on-year.  Continued

Average unemployment

® The followings are closely watched to
ensure effective and timely responses: 1)
Tightening labour market has led to labour
shortages in many sector, especially semi-skilled
and lower level workers. In 2010 the Federation of
Thai Industries sponsored a survey of 6 industrial
sectors, namely automobile parts and spare parts,
automobile, electronics,  air-

electrics and
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conditioning and  cooling  equipments, and
mechanical equipments. The result shows that
these sectors alone need 248,862 workers in the
next 5 years (2011-2015). 52.9% of the demand is for
workers with lower and upper secondary education,
followed by 36% for certificate or diploma level,
and 11.1% for bachelor’s degree level. At vocational
level, most needed are plant mechanics, followed
by those in electrics and electronics fields, and
mechanics. At bachelor’s degree level, the demand
is highest
engineers,

in engineering, especially industrial

mechanical engineers, electrics and
electronics engineers, automobile and mechatronics
engineers. By and large, the ratio of job applicants to
job vacancies has declined, indicating that demand
exceeded supply. 2) Others on the watch list are
those likely to have immediate impacts on the
quality of life the workers. First is the appreciating
Baht which has prevailing impacts on workers’
income, especially those in high-local content and
labour-intensive industries, e.g. textile, footware,
jewelry and accessories, leather goods, agro-
food, agricultural

commodities. The impacts will also be the loss of

industry, ready-to-eat and

labour’s remittance once converted into Thai Baht.
Others are the loss of job opportunities, farm
income, properties and assets due to the flood, and
food price hikes due to reduced agricultural produce
in the market.

The health of Thai people is also at risk
from an outbreak of dengue fever, hand, mouth
and foot disease. The number of AIDS patients has
dropped, but 15-24 year-old youth and injecting
drug addicts remain two high-risk groups. On the
occasion of the World AIDS Day on 1St December, it
is important to emphasize the need for
AIDS that
prevention, treatment of HIV infected adults and

an

integrated surveillance includes

children, including AIDS orphans. In the near future,
a close surveillance is needed for water-borne
like flu,
Leptospirosis, skin disease and Conjunctivitis.

diseases diarrhea, dengue fever,
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Drug-related crimes, which reached a nine-
year peak, and property-related crimes continue
to soar. Another problem is adolescent violence.
Institutional rivalry and fighting among vocational
students becomes frequent and marked by the use
of force, fire arms and other weapons. This also
the
bystanders.

impacts lives and properties of innocent

This issue’s highlight is “Community Welfare
Funds..The Challenges Ahead”.
welfare funds are one of important initiatives under
the “Welfare Society” policy framework that
emphasizes  the  principles of  multi-partite
participation, sustainability, social protection for the
poor
empowerment.

Community

and the disadvantaged, and community

Community welfare fund is regarded as a
tool for providing welfare and strengthening
social capital. Itis based on the experience of

capital  that the
address  local and

exists in
community to problems
strengthen the community. This will constitute a
further
mobilizing local resources and reviving local values
of sharing and helping each other. Caring and
assistance is provided from local resources such as
community  financial integrated
community funds, A-Baht-A-day saving scheme, and
A-Baht-A-day Honesty Fund, religious welfare funds,

leveraging  social

solid foundation for development by

organizations,

savings groups, natural resource management, etc.

There has been remarkable progress with
regard to the development of community
welfare funds. But the expansion of the funds to all
the areas as well as the poor and the disadvantaged
still faces formidable challenges. Critical success
factors are effective targeting of the poor and the
disadvantaged, good public communications, and a
support the
Government especially during the early stage of

clear commitment and from
development. Excessive provisioning by some funds
could also undermine their sustainability. Finally,

the community welfare funds could benefit from
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applying community development knowledge such
as household book-keeping,
development plan. In each community, the fund’s
provisioning should be used to strengthen the well-
being of participating households by addressing
problems such as indebtedness, risky-behaviours,
and by enhancing income-generating opportunities
and inducing healthy behaviours,
production and consumption of pesticide-free
vegetable. With such linkages, the fund would
provide more than individual welfare; it would also
promote self-reliance and poverty reduction. The
fund would also constitute a channel by which
working-age population with creative ideas could be
engaged to help develop the fund and the
community.

community

e.g exercise,

In times of disaster and difficulties, sickness
and funeral welfare provided by community
welfare funds is much appreciated. Although the
funds should not be regarded as “first aid”, in the
future they could serve as welfare and assistance
information centers and help coordinate assistance
This
effectiveness of aids coordination and targeting.
Some community welfare funds with
performance could also extend welfare to alleviate
disaster-related impacts.

from other sources. should enhance the

strong

NESDB : National Economic and Social Development Board



