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The Office of the National Economic and Social
Development Board (NESDB), on Februaryt 26, 2013,
reported Thailand’s social conditions in the 4 quarter of
2012.

Mrs. Suwannee Khamman, Deputy Secretary General,
reported that the Office of NESDB has been monitoring
key social developments in Thailand in the fourth quarter
of 2012 and assessed issues to watch in the near future.
The summary is as follows:

Social Development Report in Q4 of the Year 2012
Employment and Income

1) The general situation of employment and income:
Employment increased by 1.7 percent, with 39.6 million
employed persons in quarter 4/2012. The sector with the
highest expansion in employment was the agricultural
sector, which grew by 3.0 percent. Unemployment rate
remained at a low level of 0.48 percent, with 190,245
unemployed persons, down from 0.63 percent in the same
quarter of last year. In 2012, the average unemployment
rate remained low at 0.66 percent, while employment rose
by 1.2 percent. Overall, there was a tight market situation
in semi-skilled and vocational-certificate labour force.
However, there was a surplus of labour with high
vocational certificate and bachelor’s degree. Labour wage
in the private sector rose by 16.8 percent while real wages
increased by 13.4 percent, which was partly due to the
adjustment in minimum wage since April.

2) Workforce was needed to be driven at an accelerated
pace in order to accommodate the development,
following the implementation of the Country Strategy and
the entry to ASEAN Community in 2013-2014.

® The labour force, both in terms of quantity and
quality must be prepared for the upcoming changes and
some rules and regulation must also be revised to conform to
the regulations in other ASEAN countries and cover all groups
of labour. In the short run, solving problem of labour shortage
must be accelerated, while in the long run, the labour force
restructuring in terms of laying foundation for education,
labour skills, labour productivity, and the increase in the
proportion of labour in the formal sector, were needed.
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® A mechanism that takes care of those concerned
groups such as the SMEs affected by the rising costs or
agricultural workers and entrepreneurs affected by rising

goods price, must be in place.
People Quality

® The quality of Thailand education must be
improved at an accelerating pace because according to
the World Economic Forum, Thailand Education fared poorly
at 77" out of 142 countries. The evaluation of the
international mathematics and science achievement of M.2
students (8th graders) in 2011 was lower than those in 2007.
The average maths score was 427, ranked at 28th, while
average science score was 451, ranked at 25" However the
ranking of Thailand higher-education institutions was
relatively high as Thailand may be behind some countries in
Asia, but in ASEAN, Thailand was only second to Singapore.
The Ministry of Education has started to seriously reform the
basic education curriculum and leamning. Although these
reforms  must be accomplished together with the
development of teacher’s capacity and understanding.
National Education Account could be seen as a tool to
collect and distribute the country’s educational resources, in
order to determine policy on education development and
enhance the efficiency of investment in education.

® Overall number of patients diagnosed with
diseases under National Communicable Disease
Surveillance System was on the rise. The number of
patients diagnosed with  diseases under National
Communicable Disease Surveillance System increased by
57.5 percent in this quarter. In addition, the number of
Dengue patients was almost 3 times higher than that in
quarter 4/2011. In 2012, the number of patients diagnosed
with diseases under National Communicable Disease
Surveillance System increased by 16.8 percent, compared
with the previous year. The diseases which became more
common and developed more severe symptoms included
pneumonia, influenza, dengue fever and hand, foot and
mouth disease. Non Communicable diseases also had a
rising tendency as it increased by 11.2 percent from 2011,
while most patients suffered from Hypertension.

Behaviour and well-being of people in Thailand. There were

a number of issues that need to be closely monitored, namely:

® Drinking and smoking behaviour of parents and
friends led to greater number of new drinking and smoking
youths. Based on a survey on alcohol consumption in Thai
suburban households with 2"- 6" graders, 55 percent of these
children started drinking or became familiar with alcohol for the
first time when they were in their 2" grade. It also revealed that
parents were the one offering alcoholic beverages to their
children, and this pattern was also found in smoking behaviour.
A survey on factors associated with smoking behaviour in the
secondary school male students, revealed that the smoking
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rate was 38.76 percent, while 62.60 percent of these students
started smoking between the age of 9-12 years old. Moreover,
59.76 percent of this sample had smoking parents, and 45.86
percent had close friend who were smokers.

® Family relations were not as close as they used
to be, while advanced technology enabled children to
have easier access to inappropriate media with sexual
content. Moreover, the access to knowledge of reproductive
was limited; therefore, more children were having greater risk
of inappropriate sexual behaviour. The average age of first
sexual intercourse alarmingly decreased while unplanned
pregnancy which led to teenage mom, abortion and child
abandonment, was on the rise. According to the HIV-
associated Behaviour Surveillance System among students,
Thai students started to have sexual intercourse at a younger
age, and in 2011, the average age of first sexual intercourse
was 12. Most of these intercourses were voluntary and more
than 50 percent were unprotected. In addition, in 2011,
teenage pregnancy of female under 20 years of age, reached
114,001 or 14.32 percent of the mothers from all age groups.
The youngest mother found was only 8 years old, while the
youngest father was 10 years old.

® Households were at risk of recurring debt, as
household debt was much larger than savings.
Household debt has continued to increase, while
outstanding debts for personal consumption amounted to
2,914,288 million baht, or up by 21.6 percent. The cars &
motorcycles loan and personal consumption loan largely
rose by 33.9 and 29.4 percent, respectively. Default on
loan repayment remained high as the default of more than
3 months on loans under supervision and credit card loans
increased by 28.1 and 3.2 percent, respectively. The NPL of
loans for personal consumption also grew by 20.5 percent.
The data from 2011 revealed that household savings was
contributed to only 5.3 percent of the GDP. Furthermore,
according to the household socio-economic survey in 2011,
9.09 million households, or 45 percent of total households
had no saving ability.

Social security: Several issues were needed to be closely
monitored, including:

® |t could be seen that all types of crime cases have
been increased, while 83.9 percent of these cases related
to drug as there were 100,401 drug cases reported in this
quarter. The drug cases rose by 17.1 and 12.3 percent,
compared with quarter 4/2011 and quarter 3/2012,
respectively. In 2012, drug cases increased by 5.4 percent,
while children and youth continued to be the main target
of drug trade as many drug sellers often distributed drugs
in the community areas. According to the drug abuse
surveillance system, in 2012, mostly 35.5 percent of the
people who received drug treatment were in 18-24 age
range. Moreover, increasing number of people between 12-
17 years old, were sent to a rehab as the figure rose by
68.3 percent, compared with 2011. It could also be seen
that 46.1 percent of drug addict was a result of personal
experiment.  Thus, the government’s  “proactive
programme in tackling drugs” has been expanded to help
juvenile offenders to get back on their feet again.
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® Social protection became more inclusive.
However, some processes were overlapped and unfair.
Workers with social insurance coverage increase to 11.7
million in 2012, or accounted for 29.7 percent of the labor
force. In addition, more than 700,000 of these workers were in
the informal sector. However, there was an overlapping
problem on payment of old-age benefit (600 baht) to 100,000
insured people which closely equals old-age allowance.
There was also the expansion in health insurance coverage to
cover 99.9 percent of the eligible population. Although health
security has integrated 3 main health security funds to ensure
that patients would receive the same standard of senvice,
there was no clear distinction between their benefits which
seemed unfair because people in the social security fund
group also had to make contributions to the fund.

This issue’s highlight is “Violence against children and

women: the rights that need urgent protection”.

® Violence against children and women remained
a persisting problem. In 2011, the number of people that
came to the One Stop Crisis Centre, the Ministry of Public
Health, increased to 22,565 or an average of 62 persons per
day, up from 2005 when there were 11,242 people or an
average of 32 persons per day visited the centre. Moreover,
the proportion of abused children per women was 51:49.
According to the report by the Office of Women's Affairs and
Family Development, domestic violence increased to 727
cases in 2012, up from 51 cases in 2008.

® Most victims of sexual abuse were children.
Girls were eight times more likely to be assaulted than
boys. Most of them were between 10-15 years old. In
addition, 74.1 percent of these assaults were acts of
sexual violence, while 40.2 percent of them caused by
their own boyfriends. These acts of violence mainly
resulted from bad environment, such as, pornography,
intimacy, accommodating opportunities, the use of
stimulants, violence due to the severe punishment in
schools, gangster in schools and sexual abuse.

® Most of the victims experiencing domestic
violence were women. Moreover, women aged between
25-45 years old were most likely to be abused. 74.6
percent were physical abused by their spouse, while 65.6
percent were abused by their partners or boyfriend. In
addition, 40.7 percent of the abuse cases resulted from
family relationship such as infidelity, jealousy and family
disputes. There were different forms of violence, namely,
beatings, killing, verbal assault, sexual violence and taking
video clips to threaten the victims.

® Solutions to the problem of violence against
children and women: Short term solutions include: (1)
Improve the access to services so that people can easily
and inclusively received necessary help. There must be
the integration of a full range of assistance, in other word,
a One Stop Services Case Manager implemented by a
multidisciplinary team must be established; (2) Closely
provide education and counseling to parents in terms of
child development, both physically and emotionally.
Moreover, children with a high risk of acts of violence
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must be closely monitored; (3) Strictly enforce measures
against assembly for unlawful purposes, pornography,
drug abuse, selling of alcohol to children and youths,
which are factors that contributed to violence and; (4)
Suppress  violence caused by intra-national and
international human trafficking and child labour. Long
term solutions, on the other hand, focus on preventative
measures, such as: (1) Promote close-knit family; (2)
Enhance the status of women and promote gender
equality to reduce violence through improving and
enforcing laws to protect children and women from
violence; (3) Campaign to raise people’s awareness and
knowledge through media as disseminate information
concerning One Stop Crisis Center to the public; (4)
Campaign against wrong value while promoting the right
one in order to create the allies that would help solving
the problems; (5) Establish and promote the non-
discriminatory  attitude in the society; (6) Develop
personnel’s capacity and send them to help the deprived
areas; (7) Upgrade the records and database of children
and women, particularly the risky and disadvantaged
groups in the area and; (8) Develop a fund management
mechanism that will respond to the development of the
role of women in such a way that the development of
children, women, the elderly and the disadvantaged will
be in the same direction.

NESDB: National Economic and Social Development Board



