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The Office of the National Economic and Social
Development Board (NESDB), on February 28, 2011,
reported Thailand’s social conditions in the 4" quarter of
2010.

Mr. Arkhom Termpittayapaisith, Secretary General and Mrs.
Suwannee Khamman, Deputy Secretary General, reported on.
the Office of NESDB’s monitoring of significant social
situations and important trends to watch for the next period.

Social Development Report in Q4 and the Year 2010

The Thai economy, employment and Thai labour:
In 2010 the Thai economy bounced back from a crisis;
business was vibrant, people had better living conditions due
to expanded employment. The labour market shifted from
lack of employment to lack of labour.

During the 4" quarter of 2010, employment grew
0.7% year on year. At 0.9% unemployment, the number of
unemployed was estimated at 337,400 persons. Insured
persons applying for unemployment benefits dropped to
109,991. In 2010, total employed persons was estimated at
38.02 million, a 0.8% increase from 2009. Average
unemployment was very low at 1.1%.

The labour market was very tight at every level,
leading to rising wages and salaries. This reflected structural
problems, i.e. labour mismatch and the reliance on unskilled
migrant labour especially for the work categorized as 3D
(dirty, difficult, and dangerous).

Key factors affecting the quality of life of Thai labour in
2011 are as follow: (1) Rising oil price that will boost
production cost in agricultural, industrial and service sectors
and reduce employment. Oil price hike will also lead to
higher cost of living. Hence, real wage is likely to increase
only marginally. (2) Wage increase and shortage of unskilled
labour in agriculture, industry, retail and wholesale trade and
construction has forced employers to use migrant labour
including illegal migrants. This results in the displacement of
some unskilled Thai labour who are willing to work and
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would otherwise be employed. Another misgiving is the
security impact in the long run.

There are concerns for certain groups whose income
did not rise in line with the rising cost of living and will have
to bear the brunt. For example, farm groups who do not
receive higher price for their produce, workers in informal
sectors who do not benefit from minimum wage increase,
small entrepreneurs who do not benefit from higher prices of
products and services. In general, average purchasing power
improves, but measures are needed to mitigate the impact
from rising cost of living for some groups the said groups.

Thai society is besieged by a host of structural and
situational problems, e.g. drug trafficking and addiction,
social strife, children and youth problems. A good news is
that social development has yielded some concrete results
especially in improved social services in health, education
and social welfare and expanded protection and assistance for
vulnerable groups. Important social problems are:

Education: The quality of education continues to
be an important structural problem that requires
immediate attention. Education achievement was low at all
levels especially in core subjects such as mathematics,
English and sciences. The strive for quality improvement to
achieve the targets set for the 2™ decade of the education reform
(2009-2018) should address this problem to a certain extent as

clear and concrete targets and indicators have been set.

Health: Thai people face risks from surveillance
diseases that have threatened an increasing number of people
throughout the decade. In 2010, there was a 35.9% increase in
incidences of surveillance diseases. Severe and higher
incidences of influenza, pneumonia and dengue fever calls for
more stringent prevention measures. lodine deficiency is now
on the national agenda with better promotion and protection
measures for pregnant women and new-borns to boost 1Q and
mature child development as per the international standard. A
system to distribute iodine tablet (one per day) to all - about
800,000 pregnant women per year was established to cover
those under all types of health insurance schemes.

Other social problems that impact the overall
security and quality of life are as follow. (1) Unhealthy
behaviour, namely smoking and alcohol consumption
especially among women and 15-24 year-old youth. Women
become an important target for cigarette and alcohol

advertisement. New products and attractive packaging aimed
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directly at adolescents, e.g. fruity coloured and flavoured
cigarette and mixed alcohol drink mislead consumers to
believe that they are less harmful than conventional products,
and induce to more consumption. (2) Reckless driving and
drunk driving are responsible for severe road accidents, (3)
Natural disaster, e.g. drought and flood, has become more
severe. More frequent chemical leakages are reported. Due to
pressure from increasingly stressful social conditions, mental
illness and suicide become an important threat for the Thai
society.

In general, top 4 social problems in 2010 which
should be closely monitored in 2011 are as follows:

Intense social rift reflects fundamental changes in the
society. The Thai society has become less caring and less
tolerant to differences and diversity. Thai people have
become more self-centered and selfish. Political conflict and
violence in recent years have left profound impacts on the
mentality of the people.

Drug-related crimes and crimes against property
continue to soar. Drug-related crimes peaked in the past 8
years. The share of drug-related arrest was highest in the 4"
quarter at 77,839 cases, a 7.2% increase from the 3¢ quarter,
and 36.8% increase from the 4" quarter of 2009. Arrests in
2010 totaled 266,010 cases, an 11.6% increase from the
previous year. Youth aged 20-24 years old constituted the
largest group of offenders (for taking drug). Addiction impact
is most acute among unskilled workers and the unemployed.

The life style of youth and adolescent represents
another concern. Problems range from inappropriate time
use, violence, gang war involving the use of lethal weapons.
Underage sex, lack of appropriate sex education lead to
unplanned pregnancy and unsafe and illegal abortion.
Teenage pregnancy (under 20 years of age) has soared
beyond the average rate stipulated by the WHO standard. A
special report from hospital under the Family Love Bond
Project confirmed that the share of teenage mothers (under 20
years of age) accounted for 18.6% of all birth deliveries at the
hospitals. This represented an increase from 2009. Expanded
violence against children and women is an indicator of social
degradation.

The quality of education and healthcare is a
structural problem; the quality varies across different
geographical areas. Poor education achievement is observed
at all levels especially in core subjects (mathematics, English
and sciences) and in poor and remote areas. It is hoped that
the progress made by various health and education projects
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under the 2nd decade of education reform together with
health and education projects under SP2 will narrow the gaps
in 2011. These projects involve investment in education,
science and mathematics education, improvement of health
services at primary health outlets (health promotion sub-
district hospitals), secondary health outlets (community
hospitals), tertiary health outlets (specialized centers such as
the heart disease center, the cancer center, the national injury
center).

This issue’s highlight is “Pre-school Children:
Investment for Future Development”. The society has
recognized that amid these social problems, children and
youth development to nurture the new generation of Thai
people must begin at early ages or the so called formative
years.

Economic and social situations and current life style
have affected children and youth development in various
ways, e.g. tension and violence, stress, suicide, drug addiction
and sex. Under the 11" National Economic and Social
Plan, the the
significance of children and youth development and endorses
the “Children and Youth Development Plan for National

Development Government recognizes

Development” under the Thailand Reform Plan. There is also

a plan to wupgrade social welfare for pre-school
children/mother and child. The target is to improve the quality
of life and quality of children and the youth at every age
group. In the long run, it is important that the development
starts at pre-school ages when development of all
fundamental aspects of a human life takes place.

children’s

A survey of Thai intelligence and

development reported a slow development and low
intellectual quotient. In 2007, 67% of children aged 0-5 years
had mature development, a drop from 72% in 2004.
Meanwhile, children aged 3-5 years old in 2007 had
emotional quotient in the range of 125-198, a drop from 139-
202 in 2002. In 2009, 6-12 year-old children had an average
IQ of 91 (middle level 1Q is in the range of 90-110), and more
than 25% had IQ lower than 90.

At present the Government provides social welfare to
ensure that mothers and children have good health and mature
development. The Thailand Reform Plan accelerates this

development by expanding the coverage and activities. It
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stipulates a strategy to upgrade the quality of life of the
people and expand social welfare for children 0-2 years old
and pregnant women. The program will provide pregnant
women with necessary vitamin, mineral and nutrients.
Those who are high-risk group will also receive milk and
protein supplements. Other provisions are ante-natal care,
house visits to first-time parents, child care counseling,
promotion of at least six-month breast feeding, plus
necessary vaccination. For children 3-5 years old, the
Child

Development Centers will be established nation-wide. The

programme  focuses on education welfare.
provision includes 15-year free education, school lunch and
milk. The private sector will be encouraged to provide
welfare to pre-school children and to care for small children
living on large construction sites through CSR projects.
Nurturing children to have intellectual and emotional
mature development is urgent and it requires an integrated
approach. It is important that family and teachers understand
their role in the enhancement of children’s IQ and EQ. The
followings are also planned: (1) Promote family planning and
maternal and child health programmes that include ante-natal
and post-natal care, adequate nutrition for pregnant women to
reduce maternal and infant risks. (2) Extend social protection
by providing child support to low-income families especially
those with pre-school children to ensure that the children
receive adequate nutrients. Expand income opportunities and
extend social security that includes child benefits to working-
age people. (3) Promote parental education and dissemination
of knowledge on child-rearing to those who are main care-
givers to ensure that children are properly stimulated by
various methods, e.g. story telling. This includes ensuring that
children have appropriate time use and life style. For
example, they should have limited TV and game time,
encouraged to eat vegetable and discouraged from consuming
unhealthy snacks. (4) Promote education development in all
aspects, e.g. teachers/other personnel, teaching/learning/ play
tools, activities, teaching/learning methods that stimulate

development of pre-school and school children.

NESDB: National Economic and Social Development Board



