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The Office of the National Economic and Social
Development Board (NESDB), on August 26, 2013,
reported Thailand’s social conditions in the 2
quarter of 2013.

Mr. Arkhom Termpittayapaisith, Secretary General and
Mrs. Suwannee Khamman, Deputy Secretary General,
reported that the Office of NESDB has been
monitoring key social developments in Thailand in
the second quarter of 2013 and issues to watch for in
the near future. The summary is as follows:

Social Development Summary for Q2 of 2013

® FEmployment increased by 0.7 percent while
the seasonally-adjusted employment rate fell by 1.1
percent. Unemployment rate stood at 0.73 percent,
which was lower than the same period of last year.
The 300 baht minimum wage scheme and the
economic slowdown led the businesses to adjust and
limit the amount of work within the working hours.
Thus, the number of workers in private sector, who
work 50 hours or more per week, has decreased by
6.8 percent, compared to the fall by 0.4 percent in
the same period of last year.

® \Wages and salaries in the private sector,
excluding overtime and other benefits, rose by 7.0
percent, while price increased by 2.3 percent, this led
to the rise in real wages and salaries of the private
sector by 4.5 percent. Labor productivity, on the
other hand, increased by 1.9 percent, which was
lower than the 4.0 percent growth in the previous
quarter. Labor productivity, thus, needed to be
accelerated in order to lower the pressure on
production costs and the business profits, which in
turn, would affect the hiring decision.

® The number of youth workers, who will become
the main workforce in the future, has a tendency to
decline, and most of them are poorly educated. The
youth labor force participation rate fell from 53.1 percent
in 2001 to 46.8 percent in 2012 (approximately 4.82
million people), as around 40 percent of them were still
in school. 67.9 percent of youth workers had a lower
secondary education or lower and 18.8 percent of them
had a higher secondary school education. However, the
workers with vocational and high vocational certificate,
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which were in high demand by the market, were only
accounted for 57 percent and 3.9 percent of the
workforce, respectively. Other 3.7 percent of youth
workers had bachelor’s degree and higher. It could be
seen that it is necessary to accelerate the development
and upgrading the skills of youth workers to uplift the
country’s quality of labor force.

® The number of youth with stressful and suicidal
behavior increased, and they also had a tendency of
getting more sexually transmitted diseases. The Survey
on the Situation of Thai Children and Youth in 2012 by
Ramajitti Institute, revealed that the most commmon cause
of stress came from studying. Students in higher
education had the highest stress of 46 percent, followed
by students in vocational education with the stress of 45
percent. This stress reflected in physical symptoms
including headaches, stomach pain, or vomiting. Each
year, approximately 200 teenagers aged 10-19 committed
suicides. These teenage suicides were mainly caused by
problems with studying and love. Data from the Bureau
of Epidemiology revealed that youth aged 15-24 had a
morbidity rate of 62.79 persons per 100,000 population in
2008. In 2011, youth morbidity rate had increased to
90.06 persons per 100,000 population, which was twice
as high as that of total morbidity rate, and 83 percent
were caused by unprotected sex.

® Smoking and alcohol consumption rate
showed a downward tendency as it decreased from
11.96 million people in 2001 to 10.91 million people
in 2009. However, in 2011, the figure had increased to
11.51 million people. The new sales promotion
techniques were needed to be closely monitored as
children unconsciously absorbed and imitated these
behaviors and had become new smokers and
drinkers. Although, the rate of alcohol consumption
reduced from 32.6 percent in 2001 to 31.5 percent in
2011, Thailand still lost out the opportunity to
generate economic value added of 120 billion baht
per year since approximately 40,000 people died
from alcohol consumption per year. Moreover, the
country had to spend at least 6,800 million baht on
medical treatment for drinking- and alcohol-related
diseases. It is argued that family love, warmth and
care can protect children from these risks.

® The situation of drug epidemic continued to be
severe. The arrests of drug dealers and users remained
the largest percentage of the total crime case. 110,711
cases were reported and this figure showed an increase
of 19.7 percent from the same quarter of last year and
the increase of 0.1 percent compared to the previous
quarter. Moreover, 115228 suspects were arrested,
increased by 552 percent, compared to the same
quarter of last year, but decreased by 0.2 percent
compared to the previous quarter. The drug epidemic
was prevalent among children and youths who had later
become new dealers and users and these new dealers
found at the end of 2012 were as young as 12 years old.
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® Road accidents increased by 9 percent from the
same quarter of 2012. The death rate of school-aged
children and teenagers in road accidents had a rising
tendency as 650 children aged 1-15 were killed
annually, while 3,600 youths aged 15-24 were killed
annually. Cycling campaign could be viewed as a way to
reduce road accidents. This could be done through
encouraging the use of bicycles in everyday life
especially for a short trip, as well as building confidence
and creating road safety for cyclists. The system
conducive to cycling and bicycle lanes must also be
provided parallel to the city road. Furthermore, the
maximum speed should be limited to 30 kilometers on
the bicycle lane and the cyclists must learn how to ride
a bike properly to ensure his/her own safety.

This issue’s highlight is
problems and solutions”.

“Teenage Pregnancy:

The increase in teenage pregnancy reflects teenage
parents in a work-force age that will lack job potential
and opportunities. They are also at risk of poverty which
can be passed on to their children. General fertility rate
has a declining tendency which results in a lower
number of newborn children, some of whom will not
be able to develop to their full potential. This will affect
the young workforce who will become important in
developing the country with aging society.

® Sjtuation and characteristics of teenage pregnancy

- The rate of teenage mothers aged 15-19 per
1,000 female population, increased from 39.7 in 1996, to
53.6 in 2011, or it could be said that a rate of mothers
aged under 20 accounted for 14.32 percent of mothers at
all age groups. The teenage pregnancy rate should have a
declining trend due to the expansion of educational
opportunities; however, 6 out of 10 children have
dropped out of school since the age of 18.

- The number of teenage mothers is associated
with the average years of schooling and poverty. The
provinces with low average years of schooling tend to
have higher number of teenage mothers. Moreover, the
provinces with a high proportion of poor people tend to
have a higher number of teenage mothers as well. This is
consistent with the main characteristics of teenage
mothers. 70 percent of these teenage mothers do not
attend schools/school dropouts; 53.2 percent are
unemployed; 67.2 percent live with boyfriends who are
general employees and work in a farm; and 70 percent
live with their own parents or their boyfriends’ parents,
while the main source of income is from their parents,
most of whom are general employees, and farmers that
usually earn at subsistence level with no savings.
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- This higher rate of teenage pregnancy does
not include the pregnancy that received abortion; this is
due to the lack of empirical data. It is estimated that
there are 100,000-200,000 abortions per year. 1 in 3 of
the abortions was done in teenagers, which is
accounted for 30,000-50,000 people. 27.1 percent of
teenage pregnancy occurred because they had no
choice/no opportunity to terminate the pregnancy.

® Way forward and solutions to teenage pregnancy

- Encouraging students to remain in the basic
education system as much as possible, while giving the
teenage mothers the opportunity to return to study or
improve their professional skills after giving birth.

- Providing family life education, including
reproductive health, comprehensive sex education, as
well as education on sexually transmitted diseases, AIDS,
drugs, etc. Moreover, there should be an adjustment of
attitudes and values towards having sex responsibly, as
well as improving communication channels to cover a
group of children in the informal school system.

- Improving reproductive health services
based on the needs of service users, providing a range
of options to suit every age group, and offering
community family planning services and sex counselor,
while keeping the child complete confidentiality.

- Establishing a one stop crisis center to
assist teenage pregnancy/unplanned pregnancy in
terms of providing accommodation, parenting guide.

- Improving the information on teenage
pregnancy in vulnerable groups, namely, those from
broken families or those living with
grandparents/relatives, as well as operating and
evaluating pregnancy capability and terminating of
unsafe pregnancy in order to establish policies to
prevent and solve problems of teenage pregnancy.

- Driving policies into implementation
through establishing one stop crisis center at the
provincial level, as well as integrating the operation of
educational institutions with relevant agencies in the
areas of service providing, education, and information
dissemination on various options to solve the
problems. This will led to a practical and concrete
implementation at the provincial level.

NESDB: National Economic and Social Development Board



