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The Office of the National Economic and Social
Development Board (NESDB), on May 30, 2011, reported
Thailand’s social conditions in the 1% quarter of 2011.

Mr. Arkhom Termpittayapaisith, Secretary General and Mrs.
Suwannee Khamman, Deputy Secretary General, reported
on. the Office of NESDB’s monitoring of significant social
situations and important trends to watch for the next
period.

Social Development Report in Q1 of the Year 2011

Employment and Income: In the 1" quarter of
2011, employment continued to increase as a result of
economic expansion. Due to tight labour market, and
pressure from increased inflation, wage adjustment
followed. Quality of life of people, in terms of earned
income, showed some improvement. Significant changes in
the labor market are as follows:

® During the 1" quarter of 2011, employment grew
0.57% year-on-year, reflected an increase in employment in
agricultural sector, construction sector, and other service
sectors. Meanwhile, other sectors experienced a drop in
employment. Overall unemployment rate was at 0.8% or
317,900 unemployed persons, a slight decrease comparing
with unemployment rate of 1.1% year-on-year. Of total
unemployed persons, only 17,000 persons were openly
unemployed who actively seek job, while 289,000 persons
were inactive.

® |n general, labor market became more rigid,
particularly among skilled workers holding vocational
degree and below undergraduate level. Number of
underemployed people (working less than 35 hours per
week) dropped by 21.69% while those working more than
40 hours per week increased 6.2% due to (1) hours of work
in the agricultural sector increased (2) the manufacturing
sectors accelerated their production operation to build up
stock for economic upturn, and (3) construction sectors
stepped up their work to complete projects on schedule.
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® |tis expected that labour market will continue to
face a shortage of skilled labour for some period because
manufacturing sectors will need to increase their
productions to replace declining stocks and delivery of
goods resulting from disaster such as tsunami in Japan and
floods in southern Thailand. In addition, there are still
some forthcoming factors that may affect quality of life of
Thai labour. For example, declining real income due to
rising inflation; entry of new graduates into labour market,
especially those who graduated in social sciences are more
vulnerable to being unemployed during April through
August; unpredictability of weather as well as drought in
several parts of Northeast and North of Thailand that may
affect income and employment condition of labour in
agricultural and tourism sectors.

Health: increasing number of Thai people were affected
by  non-communicable  chronic  diseases  particularly
hypertension, heart disease, diabetes and cancer. Five percent
of people under social security system needed 25% of total
medical expenses to treat chronic diseases, and more than half
of health plan beneficiaries were affected by these diseases. The
Social Security Office (SSO) indicated that more than 50% of
patients had diabetes and high blood pressure. If number of
patients increased from 5% at present, to 10-25% in the next 5-
10 years, the office would have to operate on negative budget.
In addition, Ministry of Public Health predicted that non-
communicable chronic diseases would be the leading cause of
illness in Thai people in 2011, and almost half the number of
deaths would be caused by chronic diseases. The Ministry also
estimated that 125 million people would be ill, injured, or
infected by some diseases in 2011. From this number, 78,000
people would die, and near half of them from chronic diseases
such as cardiovascular disease and diabetes.

In aspects of behavior and well-being in Thai
Society, there are many issues of precaution as following:

® Online advertising and marketing of alcoholic
drinks and cigarettes targeted youth groups led to an
increase of new smokers aged 15-24 years from 1.6 million
in 2007 to 1.67 million in 2009. At the same time, a survey
of Youth Network to Prevent New Drinkers, Friend of Youth
Foundation found that youth groups in schools learned and
imitated drinking behaviors from people around them. For
instance, 54.3% of them learned from peers, 44.1% learned
from teachers, 33.9% learned from janitors, and 62%
learned from students who worked as waiters. Moreover,
they also learned during school events such as New Year's
party, alumni party, and school sport fair.
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® Household debt showed a sign of increase.
Therefore, cautions must be taken to prevent impact on
ability to pay the debt during the rising of interest rate,
particularly among low-income or uncertain income groups.
The Economic and Social Survey of households, conducted
by National Statistical Office, showed that in 2010 number of
households with debt was at 10.69 million households,
decreased from 11.04 million households in 2009. However,
there are some indicators pointing to an increase of
household debt in 2011 as follows: (1) Consumer credit
information showed that credits provided by commercial
banks to individual consumer continued to expand, from
18.2% at the end of 2010 to 16.8% at the end of Q1/2011;
and (2) Information on asset-to-debt of commercial banks
and specialized financial institutions collected by Bank of
Thailand showed that asset-to-debt ratio of households and
non-profit institutions continued to decrease from the ratio
of 3.49 in 2009 to 3.18 in 2010 and to 3.07 in March 2011.

® Pornography in the media is a spreading social
threat while an inappropriate use of “social network”
remains an issue of concern for children and youth. A
guideline  must be created to promote @ a
positive and creative use of social network.

- The trend of information and
communication technology usage in Thailand has
increased continuously, but only few uses were for
educational purpose comparing with entertainment such as
online games. People were absorbed into social network
and spent time excessively on internet. Many times they
entered into dangerous websites and were exposed to
exaggerated advertisements such as foods and cosmetics. It
is necessary to build awareness and the right attitude
toward the use of internet and social network especially in
children and youth. In the year 2010, of population above 6
years old, 30.9% used computers, 22.4% used internet,
61.8% used mobile phones. Most people used internet to
search for general information, send/receive emails, and
play games. Thai people spent time online on an average
of 18 hours per week mostly for sending and receiving
emails, participating social networks, and playing online
games respectively. Average usage time for Thai people in
browsing through the internet was at 7 hours per week,
higher than world average of 2.5 hours per week. However,
the use of internet for knowledge and education is still
low. Further, the increase of social network usage was
driven by web access on mobile phones more than on
computers. Most common use of social network in 2011 is
Facebook where half of internet users are members. The
use of Facebook increased by 40 times in the last 3 years.
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- Pornography in the media is a spreading into
elementary schools where internet and mobile phones
were used for downloading pornography, sex videos and
games, commercial nude video clips. The widespread could
provoke children to engage in such activities. The forum on
"The future of Thai youth amid the proliferation of
pornography in print media" reported that a survey on
children and youth found that 38% of young people sent
short messages to download nude video clips, although
94% of them knew that the act could cause sexual offense.
Moreover, in 2011 a survey titled “Perspectives toward print
media with respect to sexual provocation” conducted from
525 people aged between 15-25 years old found that
96.76% saw sexual provocation visual from entertainment
magazines followed by 30.09% from IT media and mobile
phones. 67.62% saw an increase in sexual provocation
visual, 88% saw some advertisement of nude photos and
video clips via SMS and 37.9% of them downloaded the
photos and clips. Nevertheless, 97.33% would like to see
some urgent measures to prevent impact on sexual desire,
stress, as well as pressure of children and adolescents.

With respect to security, Thai society is facing with
increasingly serious drug problems, particularly among
children and youth who usually are repeat offenders.
Drug arrest rose by 26.6% year-on-year, and it accounted for
81% of total criminal cases. This partly resulted from a
major crackdown operation started at the end of 2010.

Thailand has been facing with serious disasters
continually and is expected to be more vulnerable in
the future. There is a need to review and prepare for
disaster response by cooperating among general
citizens, public sector and private sector. This could be
done by strengthening disaster response at community
level for first aid, such as the use of community funds and
community volunteer network. At the same time, proactive
measures must be in place to prevent disasters and
mitigate damages. For example, on 18 May 2011, NESDB
proposed a guideline for disaster management and
rehabilitation to the Cabinet with important highlights on (1)
Development of disaster management mechanism (2)
Promotion of national volunteer system that follow
international standard (3) Setting up disaster management
system at community and local level (4) Mobilising the
participation from all sectors in disaster management, and
(5) Inclusion of disaster management measures into
development process. Some measures that could help
mapping out affected areas necessary for monitoring and
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planning for assistance in case of crisis included strictly
enforcement of urban planning regulations; enforcement of
laws relating to the deforestation; implementation of water
management mechanism for seasonal usage; thoroughly
inspection of buildings; review of population and living
conditions data base from most recent census survey
together with data base on village profile, when conduct
random inspection of the risk areas. In addition, it is
essential to start building sense of collective responsibility
toward environmental problems, and to encourage business
sectors to play their role in sharing the responsibility for the
environment and other impacts and moving toward "Green
Business."

This issue’s highlight is “Migrated Labour: A Better
Quality of Life”

Continuing migration of rural population and
labour into city areas produced both positive and
negative impacts at individual, family and society levels in
the area of origin and destination. On the positive side,
labour earned more income and more money were sent
back home, hence poverty and the gap between urban and
rural area were reduced. Migrated workers also help reduce
labour shortages in some areas and support economic
development of the country. On the negative side,
migration caused a rapid expansion of urban population.
Insufficient development of infrastructures and other
welfares caused congestion, public health problem, safety
that impacted on overall quality of life. At the society and
national level, migration affected household structure
because children and elderly were left behind and untaken
care of. Shortage of young people held back development
of community and agricultural sector.

Recent trend showed a decrease of labour
migration as the rate of migration dropped from 3% in 2005
to 1.9% in 2008 and only increased slightly to 2% in 2009,
due to a better agricultural prices and a drop of
demand for labour during financial crisis. During the year
2007, 32.6% of migrated workers moved back to agricultural
sector, and the number increased to 36% in 2008 and 2009.
The rate of migration of population from urban to rural area
also started to increase from 39% in 2005 to 43% in 2009.
However, patterns of migration remained the same,
where people from rural migrating to urban area, especially
to Bangkok and its outskirt. As a result, population in
Bangkok and Central Region grew by 2.66% and 2.51% in
2010 which was faster than the overall rate of population
growth. This owed to a growth of industries and
investments in Bangkok’s outskirt and Eastern Region. The
trend was also consistent with the rate of urbanization that
continued to expand from 35% in 1998 to 39% in 2007.
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® Migration affected quality of life of migrant
labour. A survey conducted by NESDB, found that (1) Labor
income increased whereas workload also increased. A
worker who received an increase of income from 4,000 baht
to 10,000 baht must work an average 10 hours per day; (2)
Workers did not receive adequate social protection as they
should. Only 33% of workers were insured under Social
Security system, and 40% must pay for their own expenses
incurred from work related injuries; (3) Every 1 in 3 workers
lived in overcrowded housing, mostly dormitories and
apartments, on the average of 3 persons per room. Thirty-
one percent of overall problems concerned safety, 37%
concerned pollutions; (4) Forty percent of migrated labour
moved into urban at the age of 21-30 years, and 70% came
alone. Ninety-two percent of migrated labour still had
families back home, and two-third of them left their
children age under 18 years old with g¢randparents.
Consequently, these children were not interested in
learning and preferred to go out at night more than children
in urban area. However, children in urban area were more
likely to get addicted to games and more sexually deviant
due to a greater source of temptation in urban area; and (5)
Sixty percent of the surveyed sample wanted to return
home because of high cost of living in the city, job
insecurity, feeling of social misfit, more development taking
place in rural area, and higher agricultural prices.

Therefore, policy guidelines should be developed
to reduce the negative impact of migration and to
encourage migration in a way that can optimize quality of
life at individual and family levels and economic
development at the national level. The guidelines should
also help increase job security for workers who return to
their home town by (1) Developing sustainable agricultural
segment to support young workers who moved back to
agricultural sector as well as creating additional occupation
and income opportunity by way of development of
infrastructure system, improvement of water system, reduction
of production costs, support of funding, creating opportunities
for additional job and income like community products,
freelance linked to tourism, handicrafts and the like; and (2)
Preparing facilities and social services in the urban area to
cover migrant labour such as health coverage under various
insurance systems, public utilities, accommodations, practical
transportation system to reduce the impact from congestion
and to improve quality of life of migrant labour in cities.

NESDB: National Economic and Social Development Board



