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NESDB announced 2Q/2004 social outlook on 
September 17, 2004 

Mr. Chakkramon Pasukwanich, NESDB 
secretary-general and Mr. Boonyong 
Vejmaneesri, deputy secretary-general revealed 
that during the second quarter this year key social 
situations were monitored and it was found that: 

According to the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) – the goals adopted by 189 
countries - Thai social situation in comparison 
with other countries has reached satisfactory level 
and achieved all the targets before 2015, in 
particular on the issues of poverty reduction, 
hunger, gender equality, HIV/AIDS and malaria. 
The goals on education are also expected to meet 
in the near future, while the progress on 
environment is in satisfactory level. The poor 
reduced by one-third , under-weighted children 
decreased by half and all Thai children are 
expected to receive primary education in the next 
few years. The rate of new HIV infected reduced 
by over 80 per cent, while malaria has no longer 
been the threat to the health of the Thai 
population. 

In addition, Thailand has set the so-called 
MDG Plus; the more challenging target; to 
reduce poverty to below 4 per cent by 2009. All 
Thai children will receive secondary education by 
2015. On gender equality, the number of women 
in the Parliament, local administrative 
organization and high level officer in central 
public agencies are expected to increase by 
double during 2004-2006. In term of health, by 
2006 infant mortality rate is expected to decrease 
to 15 per 1,000 live-births; and mother’s to 18 per 
100,000 live-births;  HIV/AIDS infected in 
fertility-age population will reduce to 1 per cent 
and malaria incident in 30 bordering provinces 
will reduce to 1.4 per 1,000 population. 
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As for the environment, solid waste and 
substitute energy will be given high priority. The 
recycle rate of solid waste is expected to increase 
to 30 per cent by 2006; and the proportion of 
substitute energy used for basic commercial 
purposes will increase to 8 per cent by 2011 
Social outlook in second quarter of 2004 

� Human Quality Unemployment rate 
in this quarter was 2.60 per cent or 0.92 million 
people and under-employment rate was 0.61 
million, slightly decreasing from that of the same 
quarter last year. This is due to the continued 
expansion of non-agricultural sector, in particular 
an industrial-handicraft and construction. The 
North and the South has witnessed the increase in 
unemployment due to the drought and the unrest 
in the 3 border provinces. In addition, the 
increasing unemployment rate among lower and 
upper vocational degree graduates was observed, 
while reducing among university graduates.  

� Social Security People are more 
interested in protecting themselves from the risk 
by having life insurance for 82 per cent of total 
insurance premium. The rest are health and 
accident insurances. Safety in life and property 
has still been the concerned for the Thai society. 
In comparison with the first quarter of 2004, the 
number of cases in narcotics; and life, physical 
and property assaults increased for 14.8 per cent 
and 2.6 per cent respectively. Furthermore, losses 
from traffic accidents during festivals have even 
more severed. During Songkran festival, amidst 
extensive campaign and public relations, there 
were 10,044 wounds and deaths or 15.2 per cent 
increased from the previous year, where 
motorcycle accident was the major cause of death 
due from careless driving, drinking alcohol, not 
wearing the helmet.   

� Well-being and Human Behavior 
The number of cigarette smokers reduced from 
20.6 per cent in 2001 to 18.8 per cent in 2003, 
where the number of smokers were found 
increased among children and teenagers. It was 
observed that most of smokers are less or non-
educated, where 76 per cent of smoker were 
workers, such as farmers, fishermen, workers in 
factory. They are therefore even more vulnerable 
since cigarette smoking is not only a threat to 
health, but also uses up family resources. 
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In addition, consumers have still 
continually been taken advantaged from the 
purchasing of low quality goods and services, 
although there were 2,767 civil cases against good 
and services providers worth around 755.29 
million Baht.  

� Environment Chemical substances, 
fertilizer, and pesticides left over in soil, water and 
agricultural produces are the major causes of 
cancer. There are around 50 per cent of pesticide 
left over in major rivers. Approximately 60 per 
cent of vegetables, cabbage and cauliflower in 
particular, contain chemical substances over 
excepted standard, even in organic vegetable 
containing chemical substances around 38 per 
cent. Chemical substances are also found most in 
fruit and vegetable from the North and the 
Northeast.  

Hot Issues 
� HIV/AIDS: still the threat to Thai 

society Thailand has effective measures to solve 
HIV/AIDS pandemic. The number of new 
infected tends to reduce from 143,000 in 1990 to 
19,000 in 2003, while people with HIV are able 
to get more access to anti-retroviral drug. 
However, without effective prevention and 
comprehensive measures HIV/AIDS would 
return and become the major threat to the Thai 
society.  

� Risky behavior: a new threat 
Attitude and behavior of leading the lives of Thai 
people have caused the alarm and become the 
risk in spreading of HIV/AIDS. It was found that 
teenagers have sexual intercourse in the younger 
age, while having more pre-married sex or 
temporary bedmate. Swinging has become more 
popular among teenagers. Teenagers aged 15-23 
having behavior of exchanging bedmate 
increased to 50 per cent. The number of 
HIV/AIDS infected in people aged 18 and lower 
tended to increased from 7.1 per cent in 2001 to 
13.8 per cent in 2003. Also, the rate of HIV/AIDS 
infected in a pregnant has still high in certain 
areas, particularly in lower Southern region where 
the rate increased double from 1 per cent in 2000 
to 2 per cent in 2002. Narcotic drug using and 
alcohol drinking have still been the major causes 
of the epidemic as a result of having sex without 
protection. 
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This issue has been addressed in order to 
warn the society at large and all concerned parties 
to cooperate and consider the problem in a holistic 
manner by taking into consideration all related 
dimensions; from family problems, violence 
against women, imitation behavior among 
teenagers and so on. Effectively combating 
HIV/AIDS problems must also give high priority 
to comprehensive programs involving all 
concerned parties both from national and regional 
levels. It also requires extensive follow-up, close 
monitoring and regular warning to the society.

NESDB : National Economic and SocialDevelopment Board


