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The Office of
Development Board (NESDB) reports on social monitor in
Q4/2008, on March 9, 2008.

Dr. Ampon Kittiampon, NESDB Secretary-General, and
Ms.
together disclosed that NESDB had monitored significant

the National Economic and Social

Suwannee Khamman, Deputy Secretary-General,

movements in the society, summarizing that :

Social Conditions in Q4 and the Year 2008

Human Quality Dimension: Employment in
manufacturing sector had contracted, for 3 consecutive
quarters, by 3.8 percent in Q4/2008. Unemployment rate
then reached 1.3 percent, as against 1.1 percent recorded
in the same period of 2007. Insured workers, registering
for unemployment benefits increased by 55.5 percent from
the previous year, mainly those having been laid off from
the manufacturing sectors. However, overall employment
in 2008 remained to grow by 2.1 percent as of sound
economic condition in the first half of the year. While
agricultural sector absorbed migrant workers from other
sectors, labor productivity in this sector was relatively low.
Thus some supporting measures are needed, such as
production cost reduction, development of crop seeds and
farming technology, financial and marketing management,
including upgrading in educational levels among farm

workers.

The current economic slump would likely exacerbate
unemployment in 2009. Unemployment rate could reach
2.5-3.5 percent of labor force or around 0.9 — 1.3 million
persons. The government, therefore, launched some
remedial measures through expansion of employment in
government-funded projects, skill-training for development
of labor potential, together with economic and domestic
spending stimulus package, and facilitating credits for

SMEs.
In 2008, the average educational level of labor force
improved slightly, due to the extension in compulsory

education. Regarding the 15-year free education scheme
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2
would provide equal educational opportunity for all Thai
children. However, attention should be duly paid to the
poor and disadvantaged children, still prone to dropouts
from schools. There should be other types of scholarships

to cover their indirect educational costs.

As for

respiratory tract infection increased in Q4 due to overly

public health, patients suffering from
rainfalls and the unusual cold weather than other years.

Patients suffering from infectious diseases increased
continuously over 10-year period. The most prevalent and
intensifying diseases were pneumonia, flu and dengue
hemorrhagic fever. People’s behavior and lifestyles were
Combined

number of cancer, heart disease, high-blood pressure and

major cause of non-infectious diseases.
diabetes patients were almost six fold over those suffering
from infectious diseases in 2008. In addition, tensions
from economic turmoil led to an increasing mental health
problems. Occupational illness was mostly found among
manufacturing employees. Meanwhile, there were
substantial farmers suffering from toxic substances in

agricultural chemical products.

Social Security Dimension: In Q4/2008 the Social
Security Fund paid 620.4 million baht unemployment
benefits, increased from the same period of previous year
by 14.8 percent. The payment would rise significantly in
2009. However, accumulated fund of around 37 billion
baht by the end of 2008 allowed the unemployment fund
to accommodate such burdens. The current economic
difficulty was observed as an attribute for an increase in
crimes against property. Especially, motorcycle robbery
markedly increased by 77.5 percent. Drug-related cases
increased evidently during the last two years. Moreover,
there were some offenders exploiting those in dire needs
of employment. In 2008, 1,183 workers were lured, with
total loss of 62 million baht. Meanwhile, a drop in road
accidents due partly to strictly control over drivers’ risky
behaviors and enforcement the use of safety equipment.
Involvement of children and the youth in crimes declined
in broad categories, except drug-related cases that

increase by 9.0 percent in 2008.

Behavioral and Living Dimensions: Household

spending on alcohol and tobacco dropped amid economic
crisis, due to their expenditure cut-off. Consumer
protection was improved under new legal enforcements

and facilitations. However, petitions over the direct sales
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and marketing business increased by threefold. Children
and the youth tended to resolve their problems in a more
violent way, due to prior abuse and past experiences in
violent surrounding, including media exposures and
games, thus resulting in absorption and imitation of

improper behavior.

Environmental Dimension: The global climatic

changes resulted in heavy rainfalls and inundation,
continuing from the previous quarter. Severe losses were
seen in Southern Thailand in this quarter. Furthermore,
large part of the country confronted with the unusual
colder weather. Prevention and mitigation of losses from
natural disasters should be conducted through proper
surveillance and early warning, including preservation of
the natural buffer zone, which would require cooperation
of all parties concerned. Overall water quality improved,
except water quality in the lower Chao Phraya River,
heavily plagued with pollution and wastewater from nearby
communities. Forest fire diminished in 2008, as more
the La Nina

phenomenon. Higher risk is foreseen in 2009 with higher

rainfalls during dry season, due to
accumulation of dry woods and leafs by 47 percent in
Thailand’s tropical forest areas while human is major
cause of forest fire. Bangkok and Saraburi province were
still encountered with noise pollution, while the volume of

micro dust dropped in almost every area.
Hot Issue
Jobless: Problems and Impacts from Economic Crisis

The global financial and economic crisis had
considerable impacts on Thailand’s production sectors and
employment. 510,000 labor forces were unemployed in
Q4/2008. The number of laid-off workers increased from
29,915 persons in 2007 to 55,549 persons in 2008. From
the beginning of this year to February 20th, laid-off
workers totaled 17,474 persons or 31.5 percent of all laid-
off in 2008. However, unemployment compensation and
social welfare have relieved adverse effect on workers

and their families to a certain level.

The recent survey among 2,022 laid-off workers
showed a higher ratio of female to male by 6:4. Over 66
percent of them were aged between 21-30 years old.
Approximately 45.3 percent had only secondary education,
67.2 percent earned between Baht 5,000-15,000 a month,

and 73.6 percent of them were laid off from manufacturing
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4
sector. The proportion of families with more than 15,000
baht monthly income prior the laid off dropped from 55 to
20 percent thereafter. Furthermore, 12.4 percent reported
totally lost of income for their families. They inevitably
faced with problems of insufficient income, tensions and
mental health problems. Among their dependents, parents
were mostly affected, since the priority of taking care was

much placed for their children and spouse.

Their livings relied on unemployment compensation
and savings which were expected to run out within three
months. Many of them had to cut unnecessary expenses,
or to search for more income to resolve their immediate
problems, such as temporary employment, being self-
employed, or borrowings. More than 42.5 percent of
migrant workers that were laid off wanted to return
hometown. More than half of them would seek new jobs

at home, or help their families in farms.

Some laid-off had not received their severance pays,
due to their temporary employment status, or being forced
to resign. About 30.8 percent of those who received the
compensation had not received full severance pays as
prescribed by laws. The survey sample of 86.3 percent
was under the social insurance scheme, and 78.8 percent
of them awaited unemployment allowances. Around 10.2
percent had received said allowances, but 11 percent

were not eligible under the Social Security Fund criteria.

Government remedial measures included income
subsidies and reduction of living cost, enhancing labor
potentials and employment opportunities, and provision of
social welfare on educational and public health. Most of
the laid-off workers had relied on the social insurance
system, services from the Center for laid-off workers, and
subsidies on public facilities. Required assistances from
the government are job procurement service, extension of
social insurance benefits, expenses reduction and funds
for self-employment. Most of measures implemented met
the workers’ needs and eased their distress. However,
some workers remained left out. The government, in this
regard, should provide knowledge about their rights and
procedures, improve service efficiency, provide skill-
training in responsiveness to the demand and promote
networks among workers for information sharing and

mutual assistances.

NESDB : National Economic and Social Development Board



