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The Office of the National Economic and Social
Development Board (NESDB) reports on social
monitor in Q4/2007, on March 10, 2007.

Mr. Ampon Kittiampon, NESDB Secretary-General,
Mr.Kitisak Sinthuvanich, Deputy Secretary-General,
and Ms. Suwanee Khamman, Senior Adviser in
Policy and Plan, together disclosed that NESDB had
monitored significant movements in that society,
summarizing that ::

Social Development Report
(October — December)

in  Q4/2007

Human Quality: Overall employment in Q4/2007
continued to increase in manufacturing sector,
trading, as well hotel and restaurant. The number
of unemployed averaged at 410,000 persons, or 1.1
percent of total population. Employment
opportunity of workers, holding only primary
education or lower, was lower than those in the
higher educational levels. There was an increase in
the number of people suffering from 11 infectious
diseases, especially foot and mouth disease,
dengue hemorrhagic fever and cholera. These are,
in fact, preventable diseases by maintaining
hygienic conditions of an individual and housing,
including combating vector mosquitoes.

Social Security: Increasing drug abuse was
observed, especially among children and youth.
The record of accidents and damage thereof in
Q4/2007 and during the dangerous weeklong New
Year holiday (December 28, 2007 — January 3,
2008) was on the ebb, due to the extensive
prevention campaigns and establishment of
inspection spots by the police and all related
agencies. A main cause of accidents during the New
Year celebrations was still drunk driving.

Behavioral and Living Dimensions: People’s
spending on tobacco increased slightly by 2.9
percent. Effective methods for abandonment of
smoking habit are medication and behavioral
change, showing a higher tendency for quitting
smoking by 2-4 folds than immediate abandonment
of smoking habit. Drinking alcoholic beverages has
become another trendy value in Thai society.
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Average spending on alcoholic beverages increased
4.1 percent in this quarter. Students have
increasingly exposed themselves to some risky
behavior, especially drinking alcoholic beverages,
nightlife and smoking.

Environmental: Noise pollution was increasingly
high in certain areas of Bangkok and Saraburi
province, which would have deadly effects on both
physical and mental health, notably the temporary
and permanent loss of hearing capability. The
volume of dust and depleted ozone were still higher
than standards.

Overall Situation of Thai Society in 2007

The growing economy resulted in  higher
employment opportunities for people, as evidenced
from the lowest unemployment of the year at 1.4
percent.  Nonetheless, there were inconsistencies
between the basic knowledge and skills of workers,
and the direction in production restructuring, which
would require proper revision In educational
curricula in line with the changing tendency and
market requirements. Safety in life and property
among Thai people was on the ebb, and narcotics
remained the primary concerns in Thai society. It is
expected that, in 2008, there will be 560,000
children and youth involved in narcotics. Quality of
natural water sources, moreover, will remain a
major problem in environmental quality, as there
are only 24 percent of water resources all over the
country are in good conditions for consumption.

Human Quality: The overall employment
increased 1.6 percent from 2006. Employment in
non-farm sectors expanded 2.0 percent, and
unemployment rate dropped to the lowest level at
1.4 percent. Children have greater access to
education, especially at the lower secondary and
university levels, but there is a primary concern
with the continuing drop in educational quality.
The recent assessment of educational quality in
sciences, reading and mathematics, during 2000-
2006, showed the lower results than standards,
which  will require immediate and extensive
improvement in fundamental knowledge among
students. The number of people suffering from 11
infectious diseases was increasing, especially the
suffering from non-communicable diseases, such as
diabetes, heart disease and cancer. The situation
can be attributed to the changing habits and
lifestyles, and greater use of chemical fertilizers and
pesticide, resulting in high chemical residues in
agricultural products, thereby resulting in deadly
impacts on people’s health.

Social Security: Security in life and property
among Thai people were reducing. The number of
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criminal cases were increasing by 10.6 percent,
mainly threats to property and life, physical and
sexual abuses, and drugs. There were more
children and youth committed to narcotics.
Repeated offences were as high as 11.8 percent.
Of these, 91.1 percent of the suspects were male,
and over 40 percent of them were students at the
lower secondary educational level. The number of
accidents in land transport dropped 8.1 percent, but
the value of damages of assets was increasing 28.8
percent, due chiefly to speed driving over limits.
The social insurance coverage increased slightly,
but there were as high as 24 million workers in
informal sector still left out of the social insurance
scheme.

Behavioral and Living Dimensions: People’s
spending on tobacco increased 1.1 percent, versus
an increase in spending on alcoholic beverages by
15.1 percent. Sales of beers exceeded that of
liquors, due to the new brand creations and
marketing strategies at the lower consumer
segments in the remote rural areas. Petitions by
people against unfair purchases of goods and
services increased 3.4 percent, especially those
under advertising and the direct sale campaigns.
This should be under strict supervision by all
agencies concerned to avoid unfair treatments for
buyers because of the greater popularity of sales of
goods and services by Internet.

Environment: Environmental problems in certain
areas of Bangkok and industrial centers were still at
the alarming levels, notably noise pollution, garbage
and water quality. Water quality in the lower
Lamtakhong river basin, in particular, was in
seriously depleted. As for air quality, forest fire is a
major manmade disaster, which can be prevented
by knowledge and public relations for proper
management.

Tutorial Schools and Thai Educational System

Beginning of Tutorial Schools in Thailand: Tutorial
or cram schools took place in Thailand 40 years
ago, which has been popular among Thai students
hoping to pass entrance examinations for
enrolments at renowned schools and universities.
The number of tutorial schools have been
mushrooming since then.

Rapid Expansion of Tutorial Schools: Tutorial
schools were initially earmarked for passing
entrance examinations for studies in universities.
They offered varied courses all year round. Some
courses would be taught directly by instructors, but
some would be conducted through video
conference and Internet, focusing major subjects,
i.e., mathematics, English, physics and chemistry.
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Some tutorial schools have established branches in
Bangkok and major regional urban centers. There
were 864 tutorial schools registered at the Private
Education Commission in 2004, which rose to 967
schools in 2007, or an average increase at 12
percent. There were over 300,000 students
attending cram schools in 2006.

Average Expenses for Tutorial Services: In
Thailand, average spending among students for
tutorial services was Baht 6,039 in 2007, and
households in Bangkok Metropolis showed the
highest spending for tutorial services. Average cost
for traveling was Baht 200 per head a month.
Some upcountry students would have to travel for
tutorial services in Bangkok during Saturday and
Sunday.

Voices from All Concerned: Tutorial services, in fact,
mainly involve individual preferences of students,
educational institutions and related agencies in the
government sector. Each group may have different
and consistent behaviors and opinions. In
summary:

» Most students reasoned that tutorial services
would improve their educational results, and
prepare them for higher educational pursuits.

» Parents, instructors and tutorial schools
unanimously agree that students require tutorial
services to gain better understanding in classes.
Moreover, the students would acquire some
techniques to pass the examinations. Despite the
high spending on tutorial services of about Baht
1,000-3,000 a month, most parents considered
these worthwhile.

Weaknesses in Education Service: Tutorial services
have becoming popular and expanding very rapidly,
amid several weaknesses in the educational system,
ie.,

» Teachers’ Quality: At present, there are over
30,000 teachers, under the Ministry of Education,
holding qualifications below a BA level, or teaching
in different fields from their basic qualifications.
Many schools still lack teachers in particular
subjects, so some teachers have to teach certain
subjects, inconsistent with their basic training.

» Curricula: Most curricula have over extensive
contents, inconsistent with the requirements for
entrance examinations at different levels, thereby
leading to higher requirements for tutorial services.

Solutions for Thai Education: Tutorial services and
educational quality should move in the same
harmony, i.e.,
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» Development of Teaching Standards at
Schools: Essence of the curricula should be
adjusted to create some linkage at different levels
of education. Students should be able to apply
their knowledge for effective studies at the higher
levels, or even at workplaces.

» Ensuring Opportunity and Confidence
among Students: There should be concentrated
essence in each subject and proper teaching
techniques should be adopted on par with the
private tutorial schools. Some IT equipment should
be adopted for transfers of knowledge to schools or
community learning centers, together with provision
of tutorial programs through state-run TV stations.

» Supervision of Tutorial Standards: All
tutorial schools must be registered, and their
services must be up to the set standards

NESDB : National Economic and Social Development Board



