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NESDB reports Thailand’s social movement in
Q3/2006, on December 15, 2006.

Mr. Ampon Kittiampon, NESDB Secretary-
General, Mr. Kitisak Sinthuvanich, Deputy
Secretary-General, and Ms. Suwanee Chamman,
Senior Adviser in Policy and Plan, together
disclosed that NESDB had monitored significant
movements in Thai society , summarizing that:

Social Outlook Q3/2006 (July — September 2006)

Human Quality: Employment situation increased
from 36.5 million persons in Q3/2005 to 36.7
million persons in Q3/2006, representing an
increase of 0.6 percent on average. Employment in
agricultural sector dropped from 158 to 15.5
million persons, or a drop by1.6 percent during the
same period, due in large part to the flooded
farmlands. Employment in non-farm  sector
increased from 20.6 to 21.1 million persons, up 2.2
percent. Continuing increase in employment was
evident in construction, as well as commercial and
banking  sectors, keeping the  national
unemployment rate at a low level of only 1.36
percent of labor force, unchanged from the
corresponding period last year. The proportion of
labor force, holding an education level above
primary education rose from 38.9 percent in 2005 to
40.2 percent in 2006, which would, in turn, lead to
higher potential competitiveness of the country.

Education is a vital factor for development of
human quality, but weaknesses were perceivable in
terms of educational management and institutions.
The Office of the National Education Standards and
Quality Assessment (ONESQA) recently assessed
educational quality among educational institutions,
focusing mainly on students, teachers and
management during 2001-2005. Only 35 percent of
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schools passed the minimum standard. Particular
attention was paid to schools under the Office of the
Basic Education Commission, now supervising 8.7
million students, or 75.8 percent of students all over
the country. Only 34 percent of those schools passed
the minimum requirement, lower than national
average. As for schools under the Office of Private
Education Commission, supervising 1.9 million
students, or 16.6 percent of all, only 49 percent of
them passed the minimum requirement. Thailand’s
education is now in crisis, and proper remedies are
urgently required.

Public Health Condition: Public health condition
improved in 2006, compared to last year, as
evidenced from the drop in some preventable
diseases, such as pneumonia, dengue, dysentery and
flu. The number of patients dropped from 72,312
persons in 2005 to 67,290 persons in 2006, or a drop
by 6.9 percent. However, there were greater concern
about the rising number of patients suffering from
“LEPTOSPIROSIS”, flu and dengue. Despite the
effective control, the Department of Disease Control
still warned parents to closely take care of their
children. They should sleep in mosquito net, both at
day and night time because of the change in
behavior of “Aedes aegypti”, commonly known as
“Yellow Fever Mosquito”, identified as carrier of
dengue. Previously, scientists believed it fed at
daytime, but now it feeds at both day and night. In
addition, it carries more than one diseases for every
bite.

Social Stability: In Q3/2006, people saw falling
security in life and property. Three major groups of
lawsuit, concerning physical and sexual abuses, as
well as, threats to life and property and narcotics,
showed an increase from 54,460 cases in Q3/2005
to 60,026 cases in 2006, up 10.2 percent. Marked
increase was observed among narcotic cases, rising
from 24,774 to 29,207, up by 17.9 percent, during
the same period. A point of concern is repeated
mistake among children and the youth, rising from
1,153 cases in Q3/2005 to 1,681 cases in Q3/2006,
up by 45.8 percent. The highest cases was relating
to property share at 41.6 percent, as followed by
narcotics 25.2 percent. Relevant parties should
urgently seek proper remedies for preventing
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deviated behaviors when they grow up. Safety on
the road showed a better record than the year before,
as evidenced from the falling accident in land
transportation from 28,685 cases in 2005 to merely
24,055 cases in 2006, down 16.1 percent. The
number of casualties dropped 5.4 percent, thanks to
the intensive and continuing campaigns, especially
inspection of alcoholic level among drivers, and
control of driving over limit.

Behaviors and Living Conditions: Expenses on
tobacco dropped continuously by 19.4 percent in
Q1/2006, 20.5 percent in Q2/2006 and 6.1 percent
in Q3/2006, as against the same periods of 2005. A
point of concern is that there was an increase in the
proportion of young smokers, aged between 11-14
years old, from 0.2 percent in 2004 to 0.4 in 2006,
while the proportion of smokers at other age groups
was on the ebb. These would be due to marketing
penetration into new groups of smokers, i.e.,
children and women by some producers and
distributors, by launching some fruit-taste and light
cigarette. A number of children and the youth, aged
between 11-14 years old, tended to drink more
liquor, showing an increase from 0.2 percent in
2004 to 0.7 percent in 2006. The proportion of
drinkers, aged between 15-24 years old, increased
from 23.5 to 23.7 percent during the same period.
This would be a major social threat in the long run,
and proper remedies should be launched urgently.
Some producers continued to take advantage of
consumers, as evidenced from the rising petitioning
records to the Office of the Consumer Protection
Board, totaling 1,720 cases in Q3/2006, rising by
59.1 percent from the previous year’s record.
Petitions toward housing and land still topped the
chart at 923 cases, or 53.7 percent of total petitions.

Environment: Air condition in urban area was up
to standard, and tended to improve, when compared
with the previous year. However, in certain areas
still facing traffic congestion, the volume of micro
dust, smaller than 10 micron was close to a standard
level, limiting at 120 microgram / m°. Urgent
remedies would be required at Rama VI road (in
front of the Ministry of Science and Technology),
showing the dust level at 81.4 microgram / m®, and
at the locomotive garage at 103.9 microgram / m®.
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Some areas in Bangkok still face loud noise in
excess of standard of 70 decibel A continuously.
These were observed at Thon Buri, Bang Kapi, Din
Daeng and Phra Nakhon districts, showing average
loud noise, 24 hours a day, between 71-77 Decibel
A. Water quality in major rivers tended to
deteriorate. The proportion of water resources
proper for fishery and water sports dropped from 48
percent in 2004 to merely 33 percent in 2005, and
27 percent in 2006. All parties concerned should
cooperate in encouraging factories and communities
to reduce release of wastewater into public water
resources, and in rehabilitating some degraded ones.

Highlights: 2006 Floods and Social Capital to
Salvage the Nation

In 2006, the flood-hit areas in Thailand included 47
provinces, 439 districts, 40 sub-districts, 16 districts
in Bangkok, 3,035 tambons and 20,426 villages,
and disaster victims reached a high level of 1.42
million households, or 6.17 million populations.
Over 10,040 roads were inundated, including 663
bridges, and 777 mines. Total damaged farmlands
were 5971468 rais, and 3,490,036 domestic
animals affected. No less than 73,854 aquatic
animal-rearing ponds were affected, and 638,000
people were sick. A total 80,271 people faced
mental problems and stresses. No less than 1,374
schools were damaged, and many of them had been
shut down indefinitely.

The benefits of social capital manifested itself in
disaster relief process. Many of them had given up
their farmlands to save the benefits of majority of
people. Caring and mutual assistance mushroomed
everywhere. Many local administrative
organizations and temples became the center of
donation and a venue for relieving discussions.
Some became temporary shelters among the
victims. These included assistance and basic
necessities donated by both public and private
sectors concerned.

NESDB : National Economic and Social
Development Board



