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NESDB reports Thailand’s social movement in Q2/2006,
on September 14, 2006.

Mr. Ampon Kittiampon, NESDB Secretary-General, Mr.
Kitisak Sinthuvanich, Deputy Secretary-General, and Ms.
Suwanee Chamman, Senior Adviser in Policy and Plan,
together disclosed that NESDB had monitored significant
movements in Thai society , summarizing that:

Social Outlook in Q2/2006 (April —June 2006)

Human Quality: Thailand was a full
employment stage. The number of employed persons
increased from 34.5 million in Q2/2005 to 35.8 million
persons in 2006, representing an increase by 3.8 percent.

almost at

Employment in agricultural sector increased by 13.7
million persons, or an increase by 18.1 percent. Non-farm
sector showed a drop in employment to merely 22 million
persons, due chiefly to the drop in employment in
construction sector, following slowdown in property
development business. Given an increase in overall
employment, unemployment stood at only 1.4 percent of
labor force, better than the record in Q2/2005 showing
unemployment at 2.1 percent. Following the transition in
economic structure, some unemployed persons have

increasingly recognized promising employment

opportunities in IT-related fields. Many of them have,

therefore, sought training in computer and IT.

In Q2/2006, most people had better health conditions than
in 2005, as evidenced from a drop in some preventable
diseases, such as pneumonia, dengue, flu and dysentery.
The number of patients dropped from 55,453 persons in
Q2/2005 to 43,110 persons in 2006, or a drop by 22.3
percent, thanks in large part to effective dissemination of
useful information to the general public by the Ministry of
Public Health. As for Avian Influenza, the Ministry of
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Public Health and Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives
had launched some joint effective controls, resulting in total
death tolls of only 2 persons, compared with death tolls
over 30 persons in Indonesia. However, when the third
quarterly period draw near (July — September), seasons will
change from rainy to cold and the number of patients
suffering from pneumonia, flu and dengue is higher than
other periods of the year. “LEPTOSPIROSIS” also spreads
during high tide by the end of the rainy season. People
have to take great care of their health. As for education,
considered as an important engine for human capital
development, which has been given top priority in the 10th
National Economic and Social Development Plan, attention
should be duly paid to achievement in education, especially
in the areas of language skills (Thai and English) and
mathematics. Most students still achieved relatively low
testing scores, less than 50 percent in every subject. All
parties concerned, especially students, parents and teachers

should urgently cooperate in resolving such bottlenecks.

Social Stability: The number of employees registered
under the social insurance system increased from 7.6
million persons in 2003 to 8.5 million persons in 2005, and
8.7 million persons in Q2/2006, or an increase of about 5
percent over the same period last year. However, some
informal workers in farm sector had not been included
under the social insurance scheme. Some communities, as
a result, provided welfare services for local people, through
establishment of “Satcha” Savings Cooperatives, having
local people handle money deposit, lending and use of
interest receivables for welfare provision. This is part of an
important approach adopted under the 10th National
Economic and Social Development Plan, which would help
alleviate the  public burdens and, in the meantime,

empower the local people.

In addition, people had better security in life and property,
compared with the year before, as evidenced from threats to
life and property, as well as physical and sexual abuses, and
narcotics, dropping from 59,824 cases in 2005 to 57,973
cases in 2006, or a drop by 3.1 percent.
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Behaviors and Living Conditions: Expenses on tobacco
consumption dropped from Baht 6,827 million in Q2/2005
to merely Baht 5,415 million, or a drop of 20.7 percent, in
continuation from Q 1/2006 showing a drop of 19.9
percent. The drop can be attributed to several government
measures, such as higher taxes levied on tobacco, and the
extension of tobacco-free zone all over the country. As for
although the
government had launched campaigns against drinking

consumption of alcoholic beverages,
behavior via different kinds of media, including the setting
of time limit for sales of liquors, some concrete results had
not been visible yet. Consumption of alcoholic beverages
still continued to rise. Household expenditures increased
from Baht 32,000 million in Q2/2005 to Baht 36,000 in
2006, up by 12.5 percent. The proportion of young people,
aged between 15-24 years old, drinking alcoholic
beverages, increased from 21.6 percent in 2001 to 23.5
percent in 2004, while consumption of alcoholic beverages
among people in other ages was decreased. The proportion
of sickness as a result of alcoholism and Hepatic disease
increased from 3.1 persons per sales of liquor and beer by 1
These

included an increase in violence in family due to drinking

million liters in 2004 to 3.7 persons in 2005.

behavior.

Environment: Thailand still encountered several disasters
each year, especially drought and flood, and the situation
seems intensifying. In 2003, the number of victims stood at
7.8 million persons, rising to 10.2 million persons in 2004
and 11.8 million persons in 2005, or an average growth rate
by 23.8 percent a year. Early this year, flooding and
mudslides took place in 5 northern provinces, and total
320,000 people were affected, due in large part to
continuing forest destruction. At present, total forest areas
remained at only 30 percent of the whole Kingdom. Most
disaster-prone areas still lacked an effective early warning
system.

Highlights: Thai Youth Today

The Office of the Thai Health Promotion Foundation
(ThaiHealth) recently surveyed the top five concerns
among Thai youth, comprising education (39.3 percent),
over-spending (32.9 percent), and future (26.9 percent).
The rest were family and relations among friends at 11.8
When asked about their daily habits, over 32.7
percent of the respondents said they had some problems

percent.
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with their drinking habits, 31.5 percent with street fighting,
and 28.8 percent with lavish spending. The top 4 concerns
among parents in regard to their kids, comprising:

Violence: The number children and the youth committed in
offenses against life and physical abuse, including arms and
explosives cases showed an average growth rate at 26.8
percent during 2003-2005. In the first half, this year, the
number of cases increased 24.6 percent, as against the
corresponding period last year. In addition, the recent
survey results by Ramyjitti Institute showed a high
proportion of physical abuses among primary school
students, as high as 30 percent, due chiefly to violence in

family.

Lavish Spending: Over 47.8 percent of teenagers favored
brand-name products, thus resulting in overspending
behaviors. Some had emulated these lavish consumption
from adults in society. The top 4 imported luxury items
video DVD and

cameras as well as mobile phone handsets, showing total

were cosmetics, garment-footwear,
import earnings of over Baht 44,764 Million during January
— July 2006, rising as high as 42.8 percent over the same
period last year.

Premature Sexual Relationship: The diffusion of Western
cultures via different kinds of media resulted in changing
attitude among teenagers. The recent polls conducted by
Suan Dusit Rajabhat Institute University showed that 38.4
percent of teen respondents saw premature sexual
relationships as normal. In addition, the surveillance results
of children during 2004-2005 showed that children aged
between 10-14 years old represented a high share over 90.7
percent of 100,000 populations coming for normal
Children, aged between 15-19 years
old, giving birth, represented a share of 1,352 persons per

labouring services.
100,000 populations.  Children, committed to sexual
violence during 2003-2005 increased by 22.3 percent a
year, which rose as high as 20.3 percent in the first half
2006, compared to the same period last year.

Narcotics: Narcotic-related cases increased 6.6 percent a
year, during 2003-2005, and rose 29.5 percent in the first
half this year, due in large part to the lack of warmth in
family and the changing surrounding in some risk-prone
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areas, notably the mushrooming of Karaoke sing-along
clubs, pubs and teahouses all over the city.

In the meantime, some youth groups had devoted

themselves to many public activities in preventing
problems among children and teenagers. Some had joined
the mangrove forest conservation group, environmental
group,

preservation group, etc. There are over 160 groups all over

preservation and cultural promotion and

the country, with more than 13,500 members aged over 12
years old. Such activities are worth pursuing and more
children should be
increasingly participate in these activities.

and teenagers encouraged to

NESDB : National Economic and Social
Development Board



