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NESDB announced 1Q/2004 
social outlook on June 16, 2004 

 

According to NESDB Secretary-
General, Mr. Chakramon Pasukavanich 
and Deputy Secretary-General, Mr. 
Boonyong Vechmanesri, during the 
first quarter of 2004 NESDB has 
monitored the key social situations and 
found that: 
 

The Thai social situation in 
comparison with other 60 countries 
during 2004, as ranked by IMD, was 
29th, moving up from 30th last year. The 
key factors contributed to the 
improvement were economic and 
business sector performances; while the 
government efficiency and infrastructure 
sides were down from 18th to 20th and 
49th to 50th respectively. As for human 
quality, and science and technology 
infrastructures, Thailand was ranked 
rather low of 48th, 55th and 45th 
respectively; and in comparison with 15 
countries in Asia and the Pacific 
region, Thailand was ranked 10th, below 
that of Singapore, Australia, Hong 
Kong, Taiwan, Malaysia, New Zealand, 
Japan and China. This is due mainly to 
the capacity constraint of human quality, 
and science and technology 
infrastructures. 

Thailand has substantial investment in 
education and public health, and it is 
likely to increase every year. However, 
such investment has heavily spent on 
salaries, wages, construction, and 
procurement of tools and equipment 
rather than the  improvement of the 
quality and services. It is observed that 
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Thailand has more computerized x-ray 
equipment per 1 million populations 
than that of France, England and the 
USA; while the ratio of medical doctors 
and personnel is much lower than those 
countries’. In addition, investment on 
education per GDP is higher than that of 
Japan, Korea, China, the Philippines and 
Indonesia. Though the proportion of 
teachers per students is better and close 
to that of those countries, academic 
success in Mathematics and Sciences is 
below all Asian countries except 
Indonesia and the Philippines. 

Social situation in the first 
quarter of 2004 

� Human Quality Unemployment 
rate in the first quarter was 2.37 % and 
under-employment rate was 0.16 
million, slightly increasing from that of 
the same quarter last year. This is due to 
the fact that the employment in 
agricultural sector was down 1.5 %, with 
the South witnessed the highest 
unemployment rate as a result of the 
unrest in the 3 border provinces. The 
indicator of labor’s education pointed 
out that the Thai labor obtains higher 
education level; i.e., labor with primary 
education was down from 60 % to 61.8 
%, while it was observed the increase in 
unemployment rate among vocational 
and bachelor degree graduates.  

In health, reported cases of priority 
by diseases under surveillance in 2003, 
in particular severe diarrhea, was 21.2 % 
higher than that of 2002 or increased by 
566.7 %, where major causes of the 
sickness were sanitation and unhygienic 
food. Tuberculosis was also needed 
close attention as the tend is rising; 
while the success in treatment was far 
below from the target. 
 

� Social Security A number of 
narcotic offences in quarter 1 2004 were 
15,147 cases reduced from 67,424 of the 
same quarter in 2003. The cases in life, 
physical and property assaults increased 
by 3.3 % from the same period last year. 
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It was observed that during the first and 
the last quarters each year, a number of 
cases are higher than other periods. This 
would be the fact that the said periods 
are tourism season with several long 
weekends, easing thieves and criminals 
to commit the offence. 

� Well-being and Human 
Behaviors More than 90 % of urban and 
rural populations have house security. 
However in daily life, people are 
continually taken advantaged from the 
purchasing of goods and services in 
terms of quality, safety, prices; while 
those from buying real estate become 
minor.  

� Environment Microdust is the 
major air pollution and disperses in all 
regions, where Samut Prakran area was 
suffered most from the exceed-
acceptable standard of dust level and the 
seconds are Bangkok and Saraburi. The 
over-standard dust level caused several 
problems, especially respiratory system 
diseases, as well as road accident.  
 

In conclusion, social issues in 
quarter 1 of 2004 in comparison to that 
of last year as reflected in the above 4 
indicators that needed close attention are 
high unemployment of higher education 
graduates (vocational - bachelor), severe 
diarrhea and tuberculosis diseases, 
exceed-unacceptable standard of 
microdust level that causes respiratory 
system diseases, safety in life and 
property, and people’s being taken 
advantage by goods and services 
providers.  

Hot Issues 

�A wide range of violence in the 
Thai society against children, women 
and adolescent   

Adolescent & Violence : Each year, 
approximately 30,000 children and 
adolescent are arrested and sent to 
detention home. Most of them are 14-18 
years of age, who mostly involved with 
illegal drug. Though with reducing rate 
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in term of number and proportion, it still 
gains the highest proportion. The second 
are damages in property, life and 
physical assaults, which become 
considerably increased to the concerned 
level. This is due mainly from friends 
and partly from family problems.  

Children & Game addicts and/or 
website and the Internet : This is 
another forms of social violence brought 
about in the era of the borderless world, 
and needed serious attention among 
parents and the society as a whole. 
Engrossment in playing game contained 
violent content would cause aggressive 
and pessimistic behavior, familiarization 
of win and loss situations, and 
preference of using violence, instead of 
compromising, to solve problems. 
Indulgence to the Internet world, 
especially “chatting” would lead the 
girls to be lured and raped. Such cases 
have worriedly and continually 
increased. In addition, surfing the 
Internet, especially Internet shopping, 
would lead to robbery due to being 
defraud to buy low quality product or to 
pay for goods without receiving. 

These issues must seriously be 
addressed since such violences in the 
Thai society tend to increase, and with 
various forms, particularly through 
media, computer games and the Internet. 
This regards as a new form of crime that 
could not be caught up with by the 
government agencies. New measures 
and mechanisms must therefore be 
initiated with participation from all 
concerned agencies –the public, private, 
academic institutions, and parents in 
order to ensure that this problem shall be 
contained and not become excessive. 
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�Human trafficking; the return 
of slavery in the globalization era 

 Each year approximately 
700,000 – 1,000,000 million people; 
with 90% of them are women; become 
the victims of human trafficking. They 
are exploited in sexual services and 
cheap labor. Major causes are economic 
and social condition, in particular 
poverty, consumerism and materialism, 
drug addiction and family problems. 

Thailand are viewed as the major 
source of human trafficking, in terms 
of the origin, passageway and 
destination of such activities, i.e., the 
origin of sending women to overseas for 
sexual trading purpose; passageway for 
the Chinese to smuggle into Europe and 
the USA, and Indians to Australia and 
New Zealand; and destination for 
women and children from the 
neighboring countries to become 
laborers and sex workers. 

 Not only become the national 
issues, human trafficking is also the 
concern of the world community to 
actively cooperate with each other. 
Though it is recognized by all concerned 
parties, several constraints have still 
been existed, such as the problem of 
coordination between domestic and 
international agencies, law enforcement 
and inadequate information for 
effectively evaluating the situation and 
seeking way to tackle the problem. It is 
in fact difficult to overcome the problem 
overnight. Meanwhile, a long-term way 
to prevent the spreading out of the 
problem is education. This would be the 
key weapon to prevent children and 
women in becoming the victims of 
human trafficking, as well as to lay the 
foundation for the quality of life 
development. 
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