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The Office of the National Economic and Social
Development Board (NESDB) reports on social monitor
in Q2/2008, on September 8, 2008.

Dr. Ampon Kittiampon, NESDB Secretary-General,
Mr.Kitisak Sinthuvanich, Deputy Secretary-General, and
Ms. Suwannee Khamman, Senior Adviser in Policy and
Plan, together disclosed that NESDB had monitored
significant movements in that society, summarizing
that :

Social Development Report in Q2/2008 (April—
June)

Human Quality Dimension: Overall employment
continued to increase in Q2/2008, whereas
unemployment remained low at 1.4 percent
Employment in farm and non-farm sectors grew
healthily, except the drop in employment in handicraft
sector by 1.5 percent, in line with contraction of growth
in labor-intensive industries. As for public health, the
Thai people had more problems with the 11 infectious
diseases. The 10-year record of the Ministry of Public
Health showed that the Thai youth group, aged
between 15-24 years old, showed a high record of
communicable sicknesses from sexual relationships, still
tending to grow continuously.

Social Security Dimension: Thai people experienced
better security in life and property, but narcotic
problems tended to worsen continuously. There were
widespread uses of drugs in prisons and penal
institutions, being hidden in food containers and things
carried by relatives during their visits. These included
drug purchases on cell phones, illegally brought into the
prisons or penal institutions. Losses from accidents and
death tolls in land transportation decreased in this
guarter, due to strict supervision of traffic discipline.
The main cause of car accidents remained excess
speed driving.

Behavioral and Living Dimensions: Household
spending on alcoholic beverages dropped in this
quarter, whereas tobacco consumption was still on the
rise.  However, liqguor became the most favorite
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alcoholic beverage among children and the youth, from
Prathom Suksa 5 up to the university level. The most
influential factor for smoking habit stems from a
company with pals who smoke. As for sexual
relationship, most teenagers increasingly favored an
unmarried sexual relationship.

Environmental Dimension: Air quality improved in
many areas. Micro dust was alarmingly dangerous in
certain areas of Bangkok, Saraburi and Chiang Mai.
Ozone volume still exceeded the standard, in terms of
both volume and frequency that increased in many
inspection spots in Bangkok Metropolitan Region (BMR).
Noise pollution along the roads in Bangkok and Saraburi
still continued to exceed the limits.

Highlights
Hidden sex services: Threat in Thai Society in
Globalization

Currently, hidden sex services have increasingly
expanded to various groups of people in Thai society,
ranged from students, to regular income earners but
engaged in hidden sex services for extra income, and
housewives. They have used modern technology,
especially Internet and cell phones for dealings.

Sexual Behaviors among Thai Teenagers: First
Step to Sex Services: Free sex habits that come
along with the Western culture have evidently affected
sexual relationships among the new generation of
people. They see it as one-time fun, such as temporary
roommates in dormitories and headhunting game, etc.,
being seen as the beginning to get involved in sex
industry. Hidden sex workers can be divided in two
groups, i.e., freelance and student groups, where the
members of both groups can be as high as 48,000
persons. There is also a tendency for younger people
to enter into this business. In a recent study, funded by
the Office of the National Economic and Social
Development Board, some in-depth interviews
conducted in 2008 showed 44.4 percent of sex workers
in the poll were students, having been engaged in this
business since they were 16 years old. The youngest
worker, according to the poll, was 13 years old.

Incentives for Sex Services: The main influential
factor for entry into sex industry is financial problem.
Most of them want to emulate their friends who have
earned handsome income for better living status. They
can earn easy money without hard work. The survey,
supported by NESDB, showed that more than 60
percent of the hidden sex workers earned more than
Baht 20,000 a month from sex services.
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Factors for rapid Business Growth: There are
agents for sex services everywhere, and the
convenience in  modern communications through
Internet and cell phones, including the widespread
value of premature sexual relationship are also the key
factors.

Solutions: The problem of hidden sex trade is rather
complicated, due to several involved factors. Therefore,
we need variable measures to solve it.

e Development of Family Institution, by providing
parents with proper knowledge and understanding
about Psychology of Puberty

¢ Establishment of advisory service center, through
hotline services and Internet to prevent students and
the youth from entering sex trade

¢ Development of conducive environment for ethical
habits, by controling and eliminating some sexual-
related materials and hidden sex services, including
proper spiritual development for children and the youth

¢ Legal Amendment to institute more severe penalties
against agents in sex services, especially owners of
some entertainment spots, media and buyers of sex
services from students under 18 years old, including
some social sanctions, such as the requirement for
public services, etc.

NESDB : National Economic and Social Development Board
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