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The Office of the NESDB, by NESDB 
Secretary General Dr. Ampon Kittiampon, 
and Deputy Secretary General Kitisak 
Sinthuvanich, presided over a press conference 
for the release of Social Development Report for 
the second quarter of 2005 on September 14, 
2005. The Office of the NESDB had monitored 
major changes in Thai society in the first quarter 
this year, discovering that: 
Thai Society in Q2/2005 
 Human Quality The Thai labor force had 
successfully upgraded their education level, 
thanks in large part to the continuing expansion of 
education opportunities. Employment in 
agricultural sector dropped slightly by 0.71 
percent, while employment in non-agricultural 
sectors increased by 3.62 percent, following 
expansion in the local property development and 
tourism businesses. Unemployment, therefore, 
dropped to 2.03 percent, when compared with the 
same period of the year before. Nonetheless, 
unemployment among workers holding only 
primary education and the level lower than high 
school education and high vocational diploma, 
tended to rise, despite high market demand for 
middle workers. This might be due to the fact that 
their basic qualifications were not as needed by 
entrepreneurs, or the information on labor market 
had not been circulated thoroughly among 
workers. There was an increase in employment of 
foreign workers at the middle and high levels 
from 85,052 to 113,237 persons in 2003 and 2004, 
equal to an average growth rate of 31.6 percent. 

Social Security Crimes continued to rise, 
i.e., murders, assaults, sexual abuses, and threats 
to property, increasing from Q1/2005 by 2.16 and 
4.39 percent, respectively. Drug-related cases, in 
particular, increased 41 percent, due chiefly to the 
ongoing stringent suppression. Besides, there were 
greater uses of information technology in crimes, 
as evidenced from the reports on Web-related 
suits, increasing from 4,266 in 2002 (April–
December) to 10,630 and 6,687 in 2004 and 2005 
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(January–August 22), respectively. Over 80 
percent of Web-related suits were involved with 
sex services, as well as sexual objects and 
pornography. 

In terms of the promotion of income 
security, through the establishment of mutual and 
provident funds, in 2004, total fund capital stood 
at Baht 710 Billion, up 8.7 percent from the year 
before. This included Baht 170 Billion under the 
Social Security Fund, Baht 247 Billion under the 
Government Pension Fund, and Baht 293 Billion 
under Provident Fund, covering approximately 10 
million workers, or 30 percent of population at 
working ages. However, there were some insecure 
issues concerning stability of the fund and 
insufficient income among pensioners. The 
government had, therefore, established the 
National Pension Fund to cover all workers of 
approx. 12.45 million person in order to assure 
sufficient income for pensioners, and in the 
meantime, raise domestic savings. 

Human Behavior and well-being 
Approximately two million of the Thai population 
exercised reading through Internet, most of them, or 
15.8 percent, were 15-24 years old, as followed by 
those 10-14 years old, or 3.8 percent. Over 60 
percent of them favored documentary articles / 
general knowledge and news coverage. As for 
places for Net access, the population at 6-9 and 10-
14 years old mostly used Net services at schools, or 
54.5 and 44.7 percent, respectively. In addition, the 
Thai people had increasingly come to both public 
and private hospitals for treatments, up from 40.2 
percent in 1991 to 77.5 percent in 2004, thanks to 
the more complete health service coverage, amid 
the dropping purchase of drugs without medical 
prescription and the use of conventional treatments. 
The government had also promoted the use of Thai 
ancient medicines and medicinal plants in public 
hospitals. Some households had been promoted to 
grow some medicinal plants for domestic use, 
together with for sales in the market, which would 
help reduce expenses of each household and the 
country as a whole. 

As for living conditions among 
government officials, the report showed that, in 
2004, 23.4 percent of government officials had 
their own houses, and 29.4 percent of them were 
in installment payment periods, increasing 27.7 
percent in 1999. Approx. 34.5 percent did not own 
a house, down from 37.2 percent in 1999. 
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Environment Uses of chemical 
substances in farming increased to 24,974 tons in 
the second quarter of 2005, increasing 17 percent 
from the same period last year. Most farmers had 
encountered side-effects from those substances, 
and the problems of chemical residues in the 
environment. Organic farming had emerged as an 
option to minimize said effects. Garbage in 
communities increased to 14.6 million tons. Of 
these, 3.1 million tons had been reused, 2.9 
million tons recycled, and 0.2 million tons used 
for organic and bionic fertilizer. There was some 
garbage, mostly organic substances, from 
agricultural sector, standing at 82.2 million tons, 
but only 18.6 million tons had been reused, still 
relatively low. Only a few of these had been used 
for producing bionic gas, which is an interesting 
alternative energy for reducing environmental 
impacts and the shortage of energy. 
Highlight Story: “Rape” : Imminent Danger 

Changing Situation and Raping An 
average reported rape stood at 12 cases a day, and 
the number of rapes and murders have been 
increasing each year. Reported rapes increased 
from 4,820 cases in 2003 to 5,052 cases in 2004, 
and 12 percent of these were in Bangkok. The 
number of cases filed to court tripled when 
compared with the last decade. The victims were 
not restricted among women at fertility ages, but 
ranged from a very young age of two up to 80 
years old, and the number of sexually abused boys 
are also on the rise. Worse still, only five percent 
of raped victims had informed the Police because 
the people who raped them were no longer 
strangers. Over 80 percent of the rapists were 
acquaintances or the trusted ones, especially 
lovers, friends, teachers, employers / superiors, or 
even those in the same family. The rapists were 
found in different occupations and many of them 
were highly educated. Rapes can occur in 
families, communities and workplaces. During a 
7-day period (from July 27-August 2, 2005), the 
Office of Civil Service Commission had been 
reported with 13 cases of sexual abuses and 
harassment. In addition, children and puberty 
tended to commit raping, standing as high as 
2,416 cases in 2004, up 39.25 percent from 2003. 
 Factors of Rapes Media, especially porn 
movies (CD / VCD), sold at places close to young 
people, were cited as the most influential factor, as 
followed by porn web-site, magazines and videos, 
respectively. Pals are also dangerous. Some have 
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imitated such behaviors from movies. Norms 
among cliques are also influential among kids, or 
even some outrageous behaviors. Some women 
were raped because of their improper dresses, or 
even the value of premature sexual relationships. 
Liquors and drugs can lead them to some risky 
behaviors. Some commit crimes unconsciously. 
Family is also a threat. The lack of love, caring 
and warmth can lead to social problems and risky 
behaviors. Social belief is cited as another crucial 
factor, especially the Thai social value in the past 
through entitlement of rights and values 
differently between men and women. 
 Raped victims were mostly affected 
physically and mentally. Some were pregnant, and 
then turned to abortion. Some had been infected 
with AIDS. Some married couples would be 
divorced. Those having been raped by fathers or 
relatives, without proper assistance, would be in 
despairs, mentally and physically, thereby 
aggravating as the social problems. The rapists 
were imprisoned, thus affecting their families and 
loss of property. Some young rapists, below legal 
or full age, had lost their education opportunity. 
Upon releases, they would not be accepted in 
society. Their futures were tainted, and many 
social problems would follow. 
 Resolution of Adverse Consequences: 
None of the clear measures have been enforced to 
guarantee safety for women and children. A 
proper solution is to promote cooperation of all 
parties concerned, ranged from families, education 
institutions, the government and the media. It 
should start from all people in society. They 
should respect other people’s rights and mutual 
contributions that would restore peace and 
happiness, and eventual betterment of the entire 
Thai society 

 
NESDB : National Economic and SocialDevelopment Board


