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NESDB reports Thailand’s social movement

in Q4/2006 on Friday 16th March 2007.

Mr. Ampon Kittiampon, NESDB Secretary-
Mr.Kitisak Deputy

Secretary-General, and Ms. Sewanee Chamman,

General, Sinthuvanich,

Senior Adviser in Policy and Plan, together
disclosed that NESDB had monitored significant

movements in that society, summarizing that :

Social Outlook in Q4/2006(October—December)

Human Quality: Thailand was at a full
employment stage and people were healthier
than the year before. Total employment increased
fom 362 milion persons in Q4/2005 to 36.8 milion
persons in Q4/2006, showing an increase by 1.6 percent
Fam sector showed an increase in total employment from
15,52 to 15.55 milion persons, up by 0.2 percent, thanks to
an increase in employment in fishery by 71,000 persons.
NonHfarm seclors also registered higher employment from
2067 to 21.22 milion persons, up by 2.7 percent.. Service
sector showed an increase in total employment from 6.3 to
6.7 milion persons, during the same period.  Higher
employment in 2006 resulted in a low unemployment rate
of only 460,000 persons or 1.23 percent of total labor force
in 2006. As for public health, the general situation of
patients suffering from diseases under surveilance
improved from the year before. The total number of
patients dropped from 46421 persons in Q4/2005 to
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44,098 persons in 2006, or 46 percent, thanks to
vaccination service by the Ministry of Public Health for some
risk groups for Avian Influenza, espedially children and the
elderly. In addiion, the Ministry of Public Health had
launched a campaign for people to keep them fit at al
times. Some diseases showing a higher record of patients
induded hand, foot and mouth disease, rising from 366
persons in Q4/2005 to 1,210 persons in Q4/2006, up by
23060 percent The number patents suffering from
“LEPTOSPIROSIS” increased from 729 persons in 2005
to 1,106 persons in 2006, up by 51.71 percent, due chiefly
to persistent floods. Certain issues requiring close attention
induded suffering from flu, pneumonia, dengue and
dysentery, showing an increase in the number of patients in
each quarter. The Ministry of Public Health should launch
its mobile medical unit to provide proper services to people,
such as vacdnation, medical checkup and provision of
proper knowledge for health care in order to keep reducing
the number of patients in 2007.

Social Security: The level of security in life and property
among people was close to the record in the year
before, but there was a marked increase in wrongdoing
cases committed by children and the youth. In
Q4/2005, there were 57457 criminal cases, which
increased to 57,740 cases in 2006, or up by 0.5 percent
Nonetheless, some wrongdoing cases committed by
children and the youth increased at an alarming level, rising
from 9,264 cases in Q4/2005 to 13,042 cases in Q4/2006,
or up by 40.8 percent. Most of these cases were related
cheating and fraud of assets, rising from 2,795 cases in 2005
10 3,993 cases in 2006, or up by 42.9 percent.
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The record of accidents decreased from 31,934
cases in Q4/2005 to 30,859 cases in 2006, or a drop by
34 percent. During the 7-dangerous days in the New Year
festival (December 29-January 3), the record of accidents
was also on the ebb. The number of injured persons
dropped from 8,547 persons in 2005 to 4,772 persons in
2006, and 4,943 persons in 2007, thanks to extensive
cooperation among all involved agendies, especially the
Highway Police Division, Ministry of Interior, and Ministry of
Transport. Main causes of accidents were drunkard driving
and over speed limit drive.

Behaviors and Living Conditions: Household
expenses on tobacco dropped from the same period of
2005, and people saw better faimess in purchases of
goods and services. Tobacco expenses stood at Baht
5,867 Milion in Q4/2005, and dropped to Baht 5,603 Milion
in 2006, down by 4.5 percent, thanks to no-smoking
campaigns at govemment offices, public parks, hospitals
and schools. Consumption of alcoholic beverages had
been increasing in every quarter, especially consumption of
beer. Sales of beer increased from 468 milion liters in
Q4/2005 to 533 milion liters in 2006, or a rise by 18.3
percent. As for consumer’s protection, it was interesting to
note that the recent record showed a drop in public petition
in regard to faimess in purchases of goods and services. It
fell from 2,521 cases in 2005 to 1,320 cases in 2006, or a
drop by 476 percent A more prevalent drop was
observed for purchase confract of land and houses.
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Environment: The condition of noise and air
pollution improved from the year before. Some
mefropalitan areas of Bangkok, Chiang Mai and Phuket
showed the level of loud noise above standard in 2005, or
average loud noise in 24 hours between 61-77 decibels A,
which fell by 0.2-1.3 decibels A on average in 2006. There
were 5 major spots in Bangkok Metropolis showing loud
noise above standard of 70 decbels A For instance,
average noise in Khet Phra Nakhon stood at 77 decibels A,
Khet Bang Kapi at 72.9 decbels A, and Khet Din Daeng at
724 decbels A, compared with average noise at 71.5
decbels A in Saraburi Province, due to quarrying industry in
the local area. Air condiion in most urban centers was at
the standard level, except in certain areas, where the
volume of micro dust, smaler than 10 micron, above
standard, not to exceed 120 micrograms / cubic meter. At
the Department of Mineral Resources in Samut Prakan
Province, for instance, the volume of micro dust was at
1404 micrograms per cubic meter, a locomotive garage in
Southem Bangkok at 157.2 micrograms per cubic meter,
and Tambon Na Phralan, in Saraburi Province at 179.1
micrograms / cubic meter.

Overall Social Outlook in 2006

Human Quality: Thailand had been at a full employment
stage throughout the year. Most children and the youth
had better educational opportunities at all levels, and the
public health conditions had been improving. The number
of employed persons inceased from 355 milion persons in
2005 to 36 milion persons in 2006, or a rise by 1.9 percent
The labor foce at al levels showed higher educational
achievements, which, in tum, resuited in higher productivity
from an average of Baht 108,982 per head in 2005 o Baht
112,268 per head in 2008, or a rise by 3 percent

¥
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Enrolments  increased in the  compulsory

educational level, or over 104 percent among primary
schools and 95 percent at the lower secondary level.
Pursuance of education to the higher levels was also at a
satisfactory level, i.e., 64 percent at the high school level and
61 percent at a tertiary level.

The number of ailments from 11 diseases under
surveilance all over the country decreased from 238,346
persons in 2005 to 229445 persons in 2006, or a drop by
3.7 percent on average. The five most prevalent
sicknesses included the number of patients suffering from
respiratory tract infections at 942 persons per 100,000
populations, up by 6.6 percent, as followed by the number
of patients suffering from heart disease at 565 persons, up
by 16 percent Others were the number of patients
suffering from high-blood pressure at 544 persons, up 14
percent, diabetes at 491 persons up 104 percent, and
Pneumonia at 348 persons per 100,000 populations,
increasing by 4.9 percent. As for deaths from sidkness,
cancer remained on top of the chart of a main cause of
death among Thai people, standing at 81 persons per
100,000 populations, as followed by infecious diseases and
parasite at 66 persons per 100,000 populations. In addition,
the new AIDS infecion dropped from 18,841 persons in
2005 to 7,065 persons in 2006. Most of the new AIDS
vicims were aged between 30-34 years old, totaling 1,747
persons, or 25 percent of all new AIDS patients, as followed
by those aged between 35-39 years old, totaling 1,607
persons, or 22.7 percent .

Social Stability : Thai people had better security in life,
both in health security and security in life and property.
The number of Thai people under Universal Health
Insurance Coverage increased from 60.61 milion persons
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in 2005 to 61.94 milion persons in 2006, or 97.75 percent
of total population of the country. The number of labor
force under Sodial Security Act increased from  8.23 million
persons in 2005 to 853 milion persons in 2006, or
equivalent to 23.20 percent of total labor force.  However,
majority of people of over 75.8 percent of labor force, such
as famers and hired workers, were sfil inaccessible to the
govemment social insurance scheme.

With regard to ciminal cases, especially threats o
life and property, as well as physical and sexual abuses, the
number of criminal cases dropped from 122,033 cases in
2005 to 120,298 cases in 2006, or a drop of 1.4 percent.
Prudent attention should be paid to the spread of narootics,
showing an increase in the number of drugelated cases
from 100,132 to 110,904 cases, or up by 10.7 percent
during the same period.

Another point of concem would be the number of
youth and childrenelated cases. Chidren and Youth
Reprimand Centers all over the country showed an
increase in the number of children and youth-related cases
from 36,080 cases in 2005 o 48,218 cases in 2006, or up
by 336 percent These could be dassified as 14,314
cases related to cheating and fraud of assets, or 30 percent
of al cases, as folowed by 8803 drug+elated cases or
18.3 percent.  The main atfributes for wrongdoing among

kids would be seduction by friends, or over 40.2 percent of
all possible causes.

The record of acddents in land transportation
dropped from 122,040 cases in 2005 to 110,686 cases in
2006, or a drop by 9.3 percent. Main causes stemmed
from driving over speed limits, and motorcyde driving
showed the highest record of accidents on the road. The
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number of injured persons from land transportation dropped
from 94,364 to 83,290 persons during the same period, or
a drop by 11.7 percent. The value of assets damaged in
the accidents increased from Baht 3,238.22 Million in 2005

to Baht 3,643.75 Million in 2006, or a rise by 12.52 percent

Behavior and Living Condition: Household spending
on tobacco dropped, while expenses on cell phones
among children and the youth significantly increased.
Household spending on tobacco dropped from Baht
25625 Milion in 2005 to Baht 22,300 Milion, or a drop by
13 percent, thanks to the more effective and continuous no-
smoking campaigns. Spending on alcoholic beverages
increased from Baht 131,823 to 147,186 Milion during the
same period, or a rise by 11.7 percent
consumption of beer resulted in liver disease from 2322

Higher

persons per 100,000 populations in 2003 to 296 persons
in 2004 and 3345 persons in 2005. The higher record of
accdents in land transportation was attributed to drunkard
driving, increasing from 5 percent in 2003 to 7.6

percent in 2006.

The number of cell phone subscribers increased
fom 165 milion subscribers in 2002 to 21.6 milion
subscribers in 2005 and 24.7 milion subscribers in 2006, or
a rise of 244 percent on average. The proportion of users,
aged between 6-14 years old increased from 1.7 percent in
2004 to 5.1 percent in 2006. The proportion of users, aged
between 15-19 years od also increased from 254 to 45.2
percent during the same period. Ramjtfi Institute conducted
a suney and discovered that chidren in Bangkok
Metropaiitan Region showed the highest proportion of use
of cell phones at 56.9 percent of the respondents. Primary
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school children, acoording to the survey, used cell phones
of about half an hour a day, compared with an average use
of about 1 hour a day by secondary schoal children and 1
and a halff hour a day by university students. As for
impacts from higher use of cell phones, over 50.2 percent
of chidren and the youth being the respondents in the
survey said there would be negative effects on them, eg,
hot temper, loneliness, poor health condition, waste of ime
and money, including impacts on their studies.

As for consumer protection, in 2006, there were
5693 petiions against unfair purchases of goods and
services, dropping from the year before by 21.8 percent
The number of petitions, showing the highest drop from the
year before, would be the petiions against unfair purchases
of goods and services, by total 2,059 petitioners, down by
33.3 percent from the year before. These were followed by
pefiions against unfair purchases of land and houses,
dropping by 16.1 percent. Furthermore, the Food and
Drug Administration of Thailand reported that, in 2006, there
were fotal 1,477 pefitions, mainly against the purchase of
food products, submitted by the general public, or 18.8
percent down from the year before.

Environment: Noise pollution in Bangkok Metropolis
was on the ebb. Air quality in general was in a healthy
condition. Quality of water resources improved, but
garbage remained a major problem. At certain spots in
Bangkok, siil facing heavy traffic congestion, such as Khet
Din Deeng, the level of loud noise dropped from 73.1
Dedbels A in 2005 to 71.8 Dedbels A in 2006, and
Santiphap Road, from 734 Decibels A to 72.9 Decbels A.
Noise polluion upcountry was stil at a nomal level. At
Saraburi Province, showing the worst noise poliution in the
year before, loud noise record dropped to 71.5 Decibels A,
compared with the high records of 72.3 Decbels A in 2004
and 71.5 Decibels A in 2005.
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As for air quality, the volume of micro dust, smaller
than 10 micron (PM), remained at the nomal standard,
except in Samut Prakan Province (Locomotive Garage in
Southem Bangkok), showing the volume of micro dust as
high as 1232 micrograms / cubic meter, and 1246
micrograms / cubic meter in Saraburi Province.

The proportion of water resources with water quality
at an accepted standard increased from 17 percent in 2005
to 19 percent in 2006, whie the proportion of water
resources with depleted water quality dropped from 34
percent in 2005 to 23 percent in 2006. Certain water
resources with depleted water quality were mostly the
Lower Chao Phraya River, the Lower Tha Chin River, and
the Upper Lam Takhlong .

Garbage volume increased from 14.3 miilion tons in
2005 to 14.6 milion tons in 2006, as only 525 milion tons
of gabage had been ftreated according to the proper
sanitary standard, or only 36 percent. Approximately 3.2
milion tons had been reused, or 22 percent Of the
garbage volume in 2006, some toxic garbage equaled 1.83
milion tons or 125 percent, as 40 percent of these had
been treated under proper sanitary standard. The rest had
been disposed of with other general garbage. |t is noted
here that proper freatment of garbage should be provided
completely so as to avoid any adverse effects on the
environment and general public.
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Highlight of the Report : The Elderly in Thai Society

In 2006, the number or Thai people, aged above
60 years old, rose to 6.5 milion persons, or 10.64 percent,
which implied that Thailand had been approaching to an
aging sodely. Some of them had to eam living by
themselves. Most of them, or 61 percent, ran private
business without assistants, as followed by 20 percent
providing unpaid family workers, 20 percent as employees
in public sector, and 14.4 percent as employees in private
sector. Over 64 percent of the eldery were in agricultural
sector, and 48 percent of them suffered from chronic
alments. Most of sick elderly, or 47.8, suffered from heart
disease, due chiefly to some risky behaviors at younger
ages, such as consumption of high calorie food, smoking
and drinking of aloohdiic beverages. The proportion of
abandoned elderty increased from 36 percent in 19%4 to
6.3 percent in 2002 and 7.1 percent in 2005, in line with a
shit to a nuclear family. The proportion of an extended
famiy was reducing. Sodal protection for the elderly was
just merely a thorough under Universal Health Insurance
Coverage, while sodial services were mostly in a nascent
period, such as occupational fraining by the Ministy of
Labor and Sodial Welfare, sodal development volunteering,
welfare for the underprivileged, provision of living allowance,
and tax exemption.

However, Thailand had been trying to maximize
the eldery's confibuton in national development, as
evidenced from the brain bank project among the elderly in
community, in order to promote acliviies using intellectual
capabiity of these older people. These induded the Brain
Bank Project, under royal iniiaive of Her Majesly the
Queen. Some aging scholars had devoted their
knowedge and experence in  propeling many
organizations.
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To take care of the eldery o live their lives with
dignity and good health, both public and private sectors
oconcemed should expedte measures to strengthen
household economy and to promote savings at younger
ages. In addition, there should be a proper social insurance
scheme, together with reduction of some risky behaviors.
The existing sodal insurance system should be upgraded,
together with establishment of a pension system. Socal
protection should extended to cover people in community.
They should cooperate in some health-care programs,
spending more time for exercising. Basic services should
be provided for the eldery thoroughly. Some valuable
potentials among older people should be preserved and
brought in to the process of mobiizing sustainable
development of the country .

NESDB : National Economic and Social Development Board
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