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NESDB reports Thailand’s social movement in
Q4/2005 and in 2005, on March 17, 2006.

Mr.  Ampon Kittiampon, NESDB Secretary-
General, Mr. Kitisak Sinthuvanich, Deputy
Secretary-General, and Ms. Suwanee Chamman,
Acting Senior Adviser in Policy and Plan, together
disclosed that NESDB had monitored significant
movements in Thai society , summarizing that:

Social Outlook in Q4/2005

Human Quality: Thai society was at a stage of full
employment because of the annual harvest season.
The number of employed persons increased from
358 milion in 2004 to 36.1 milion in 2005.
Educational levels of employed persons increased,
thanks to successful extension of educational
opportunities, especially at compulsory and non-
formal school systems. The proportion of workers
holding primary education or lower dropped from 62.9
percent in 2003 to 60.5 percent in 2005. On top of
that, unemployment rate of Q4/2005 was the lowest,
when compared with the preceding quarters of the
year, standing at 1.22 percent. Bangkok Metropolitan
Region showed the lowest unemployment record by
regions at 0.9 percent.

There are nine major diseases on the
watch-list, e.g., measles, dysentery,
pneumonia, laptospirosis, and hand foot mouth
disease (HFMD), etc.. The number of patients
dropped from 34,330 in 2004 to 29,278, or
14.7 percent in 2005, mainly those patients
suffering from pneumonia, dysentery, and
HFMD. The number of HFMD patients peaked
in Q2/2005, totaling 2,259 persons, before
dropping to 426 persons in Q4/2005. There is
no vaccine to stop the disease, mainly spread
during summer. For effective prevention, the
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Ministry of Public Health should hastily
distribute information on hygienic practices for
parents taking care of infants and young
children. Nonetheless, public awareness
should be created for hand washing, drinking
water, food containers, including use of
hygienic toilets. These are essential habits
during summertime, as the climate is suitable
for spread of dysentery, and the number of
patients will increase very rapidly.

Social Stability: In Q4/2005, there were
19,338 cases involved with assaults to
properties, up from 2004’s record of 18,891
cases, or 2.4 percent. Threats to life, as well
as physical and sexual abuses dropped from
11,958 cases in 2004 to 11,451 cases in 2005,
down 4.2 percent. Drug-related cases
increased from 21,827 to 26,667 cases, or 22
percent, due to extensive suppression by the
government.

During major festivals at year-end, especially
“Loy Krathong” and New Year Festival, the
government announced the 7-Dangerous Day
Period, both before and after the New Year
Festival. It is an attempt to keep the number of
death tolls from accidents in land transport as
targeted. The target of death tolls was set at 456
persons, and the actual number was 434 persons,
lower than total death tolls of 469 persons in 2004
or 7.5 percent. There were total accidents in land
transport of 31,934 cases in Q4/2005, down 10.3
percent from the total of 35,623 cases recorded in
the year before. Death tolls fell from 2,943 to 2,764
persons, or 6.1 percent, during the same period.

Behaviors and Living Conditions: Over 49
percent of Thai population aged above 6 years old
favored snacks. It is evident to note that, in 2005,
about 42 percent of children aged between 6-14
years old ate snacks everyday, thereby leading to
unnecessary expenses. Some children would even
be suffering from malnutrition, obesity, tooth decays,
and the risk-prone conditons due to over
accumulation of seasonings, coloring items and
preservatives.

Environment: The govemment announced the
Year 2004 as the “Food Safety Year’, enforcing
production with safty standards of vegetables and
fruits, thereby leading to lower use of pesticides from
99,829 tons in 2004 to merely 78,816 tons in 2005, or
21 percent. The number of patients, being affected
by pesticides dropped from 177 persons in 2003 to
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145 persons in 2004, or the proportion of 2.4 persons
per 100,000 population to 1.9 persons per 100,000
population during the same period. However, the
data during October 2004 — September 2005,
showed chemical residue in some local vegetables,
such as “Solanum melongena” or eggplant, kale,
fresh chili, and cucumber. A high level of chemical
residue is found in Bangkok, or as high as 8.19
percent of the collected samples, and relevant parties
should immediately inform the general public and
producers so as to minimize the use of chemical
substances in crop cultivation. This will lead to a
perfect “kitchen of the world” as planned, and safety
will be assured for all consumers.

Social Outlook in 2005

Human Quality: Full employment has been
continued since the last 3 years, from 33.8
million in 2003 to 35.3 million in 2005. Certain
sectors  registering  high increases in
employment were construction, increasing by
20 percent, services by 9 percent, commercial
and banking activities by 4.6 percent, and
manufacturing by 4.4 percent, thanks in large
part to favorable economic expansion at 7
percent in 2003, and then 6.2 and 4.5 percent
in 2004 and 2005, respectively. This caused
employment structure in agricultural sector
reducing from 40 percent in 2003 to 38.5
percent in 2005. Non-farm sectors, on the
other hand showed an increase to 61.5 percent
in the same year. Unemployment was as low
as 1.7 percent. Labor productivity continued to
grow from Baht 98,100 in 2002, to Baht
108,724 in 2005, or an average growth rate at
3.5 percent.

With regard to years of schooling, it is evident to
note that the Thai people, aged between 15-59
years, showed continuous increase in years of
schooling from 8.3 years in 2003, to 8.52 years in
2005, up by 1.4 percent. Bangkok showed the
highest years of schooling at 10.58 years,
compared with the lowest at 8 years in the
Northeast. Equal educational opportunities should
be promoted as soon as possible, in order to
equalized years of schooling among Thais and to
upgrade capability of the Thai people to reap
benefits from the globalization process more
equally. Besides, the overall transition rate from
Pre-elementary level to Grade 1 equaled 102
percent in 2005, Grade 6 to Grade 7 at 97 percent,
and Grade 9 to Grade 10 at 65 percent. Children
from poor families had chances for the 9-year
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compulsory education, and the basic 12-year
education tended to improve at every level, similar
to other children in general.

Most of the Thai people gained better health, as
evidenced from the falling sickness from 1,845.04 per
1,000 population in 2003, to 1,798.06 per 1,000
population in 2004, or a drop by 2.5 percent. The
proportion of sufferings from heart disease, high-blood
pressure, diabetes, and cancers increased. The
proportion of patients suffering from heart disease
increased from 391 per 100,000 population in 2002 to
503 per 100,000 population in 2004. Patients
suffering from high-blood pressures increased from
341 to 477 persons per 100,000 population, diabetes
from 341 to 444 persons per 100,000 population, and
cancers from 99 to 107 persons per 100,000
population during the same period. Those suffering
from mental and emotional disorders remained
unchanged during 2002-2004.

Deaths as a result of major ailments reduced from
396 per 100,000 population in 2003 to 372 per
100,000 population in 2004, or a drop by 6.1 percent.
Cancers were the most important ailments that killed
more Thai people, or from 78 to 79 persons per
100,000 population in 2003 and 2004, respectively.
In addition, Thai children were increasingly prone to
obesity, which can develop to diabetes because most
parents encourage kids to eat. =~ Consumption
behaviors among children were not as required by
nutritional principles. Most of them favored high-
cholesterol and sweetened food. Many of them ate a
lot, but spent less. Parents, teachers and producers
of desserts and snacks must share responsibility in
this respect. They should promote nutritional food,
and confectionery producers should share social
responsibility in this respect. The more health-
concem eating habits and right information should be
provided to consumers.

Social Stability: Over 96 percent of Thai
population have been under Universal Health
Insurance Coverage, or as high as 60.61 million in
2005. Most of them, or as high as 75.40 percent,
were under the 30 — Baht Health Care Program, as
followed by 13.84 percent under social security
system, and 6.57 percent under govemment pension
system. Some 2.3 million people, or 4 percent of total
population, lacked access to Universal Health
Insurance Coverage, still pending right verification
process. More Thai people entered into life-insurance
schemes. Total life-insurance premiums increased
from Baht 107,566 million in 2004 to Baht 118,087
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million in 2005, up by 12.2 percent. Health and
accidental insurance were not of interest for Thai
people, representing a share of 18 percent of all
insurance premiums in 2005.

The number of accidents and death tolls in land
transport were kept under control. In 2004, there
were accidents of 124,530 cases, being reduced to
122,040 cases in 2005, down 2 percent. Threats to
life, as well as physical and sexual abuses dropped
from 48,215 cases in 2003 to 45,480 cases in 2005,
or an average decrease of 24 percent. However,
threats to properties increased from 67,134 cases in
2003 to 76,178 cases in 2005, or an increase by 6.5
percent a year on average. Drug cases dropped
from 123,786 cases in 2003 to 74,121 cases in 2004,
before rising again to 100,058 cases as a result of
expedited suppression in 2005. Another point of
concem was the rising number of youth committed to
drug-related crimes, rising from 5,310 cases in 2004,
to 6,542 cases in 2005, or an increase by 23 percent,
weapon-related crimes increased 18 percent, from
2,031 to 2,404 cases during the same period.

Behaviors and Living Conditions:
According to The Cultural Activity Participation Survey
in 2005, conducted by the National Statistical Office
(NSO) revealed that, in general, people at all ages
showed a relatively low level of participation in some
religious activities, say lower than 50 percent. For
example, only 44.1 percent of the respondents said
they attended sermons chanted by monks, Dhamma
presentation and some Dhamma-related programs.
Only 266 percent observed religious precepts, 22
percent read Dhamma books, and 14.1 percent
meditated. Certain activiies with high participation by
the public were Islamic prayers (86.2 percent), alms
offering (84.8 percent), going to church (71.9 percent),
praying and mediating (66.1 percent), offering of
utensils for monks (64.8 percent), going to mosques
(58.5 percent), and chanting (56.5 percent). Classified
by ages, the samples aged between 15-19 years old
showed the lowest proportion of participation in
religious activities, below averages of the samples at all
ages, except Islamic prayers, going to church and
praying and meditating. The poll results showing
bonds between people and religions were that 86.2
percent of polled students placed greater or
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comparable significance to the Makha Bucha Day,
relaive to Valentine's Day. As a result, all parties
concemed should enhance merit-making atmosphere
by organizing some religious activities in which children
and the youth can participate as intended.

Environment. Garbage volume all over the
country reduced from 39,956 tons a day in 2004 to
39,270 tons a day in 2005, thanks to reduction of
garbage volume in Bangkok from 9,356 to 8,340
tons a day during the same period, or a drop by
10.9 percent. This can be attributed to the
promotion of separation, recycles and reuse of
garbage, including campaigns for reduction in use
of plastc and foam among department and
convenience stores. Public participation process is
a major key of success in the move, by promoting
garbage management in a complete systematic
manner in terms of collection, separation, reuse
and efficient disposal.

Air quality improved, following the pollution
indicator, faling from 59.7 micrograms per one
cubic meter in 2004, to 39.5 micrograms per cubic
meter in 2005. Nonetheless, there was some
problem of micro-dust, smaller than 10 microns as
a result of public buses, trucks and factories,
especially those located along Rama 6, Rama 4,
Din Daeng, and Phahon Yothin roads. These
included many areas in Samut Prakan, Saraburi,
Chiang Mai, Lampang, Nakhon Ratchasima, Phra
Nakhon Si Ayutthaya, Rayong and Chon Buri
provinces. Air quality in these areas is detrimental
to public health, which will urge all concemed to
prevent and minimize air pollution at a safe level.

Hazardous substances in herbicides and
pesticides, including those in manufacturing process,
such as lead, manganese and mercury were rising to
a significant level. Generation of these chemical
substances in Thailand increased from 22.3 million
tons in 2003 to 26 million tons in 2005, while imports
of hazardous substances increased from 4.6 to 5.7
million tons during the same period. Uses of these
substances would contaminate the environment, thus
impacting water quality, fishery products and public
health. It is considered as an essential step to be
taken by relating govermnment agencies to urge the
general public to recognize pros and cons regarding
proper use of chemical substances in order to
minimize deadly consequences.
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Changing Trend of Thai Society in 2006: There
are many significant issues to ponder over in 2006.
Firstly, the tight labor market since 2003 as well as
the healthy expansion in tourism, agriculture and
altemative energy production in 2006 would lead the
excess demand for labor in the country. Foreign
workers will enjoy coming to Thailand, amid full
employment among the Thai labor force. An effective
labor management will be necessary, together with
continuing capability upgrading and thorough
protection for workers. Secondly, continuing
education should be promoted in the North. They
should be discouraged to and Northeast, due to high
population and poverty as wel as the lower
attainment of years of schooling than the average of
the country. Thirdly, rigid suppression of producers
and fraders of pomographic materials should be
emphasized to immunize our childrenpay attention to
some pom comics, VCD and website. And, finally,
cultural networks will be increasingly evident in Thai
society, as a result of political demonstrations, political
reforms and the general election in 2006. Society will
leam pros and cons regarding this. All concemed
should take into account the holistic approach in order
to resolve conflicts on some sensitive issues.

Highlight of the Report “Pomographic Media:
Another Society Hazard”
Children and the youth are prone to distraction from
social norm, culture and tradition in Thailand. A major
factor is easy access to pomographic media,
especially pom pictures, comics VCD and website,
causing children and the youth to be preoccupied with
sex. Then, they will end up losing concentration in
education, and dropping out from schools. Their
futures will be in despairs. Society will be in chaos,
and sexual abuses will increasingly prevail, thereby
leading to sexual offense and diseases, such as
AIDS, venereal disease and drugs.

Development of Pornographic Media : It
started from magazines and newspapers, inserted
with sexy pictures and comics, including electronic
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media, porn VCD and DVD, especially snapshots
of students in some improper sexual relationships.
Due attention should be also paid to porn website,
sex gallery, web boards and sex toys, orders of
porn movies from website, and easy access to
porn materials at Internet café, or even dating of
lovers at public parks at night.

Access to Porn Media among Children
and Youth: Children, especially in primary
schools have more accesses to porn comics,
while those in secondary and undergraduate
levels shift to some porn videos. These will
affect their studies, very prone to some
unfavorable values, especially sex trade,
exchange of partners, and eventually some
tragic murders or rapes.

Suppression: The govemment has been
extensively suppressed pom media, and promote the
creative ones. Approximately 507 traders were
arrested, including 8,243 pom magazines, and 20,000
copies of VCD and DVD (during October 22, 2005 —
January 31, 2006). No less than 6,000 webtsites
were blocked. Public notification of some pom media
can be reported to cybercleanorg, or
Thaicybercop.com, and F.M.105 Cybercop Station.
No less than 109,152 cases were reported.
Regarding the promotion of creative medias,
production of some creative short stories, advertising
spots and documentaries to be broadcast via
Television Channel 11 Station have been released.
Parents were encouraged to report pormn media via
community radio station, especially Media Watch
98.25 F.M., including rating of TV programs, Intemet,
printed media and movies, through public
participation, which the first two medias should be
promoted immediately, assigned by the govemment.

Alleviation Guidelines: All sectors should
cooperate in immunization our children to become
high-quality human capital. Firstly, families should
be the beginning of immunization process for kids.
Parents should have sufficient knowledge, able to
understand development of children at different
ages. Secondly, children and the youth should be
encouraged to form up networks for detecting porn
media all over the country, under proper incentives
provided for them. Thirdly, certain activities that
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creating promising futures to children and the youth
should be promoted. These can be set up as a
fund, or relating business and industries should
make some financial contribution to support the
development of promising futures for children.
Fourthly, there should be a central mechanism to
integrate operations of all sectors in Thai society,
together with revision in indicators of prevention and
suppression of pom media in order to avoid
duplication of work. These should be done
intensively and continuously for sustainable benefits
in the long run.

NESDB : National Economic and Social
Development Board



