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NESDB announced Q1/2005
outlook on June 27, 2005

Mr. Ampon Kittiampon, NESDB secretary-
general and Mr. Kitisak Sinthuvanich, deputy
secretary-general revealed that during the first
quarter this year key social situations were
monitored and it was found that:

Social outlook in Q1/2005

Human Quality Labour forces achieved
higher education witnessing from the
increasing of workers having secondary
education from 38.2% in the same quarter of
2004 to 40.0%. In addition, the quality of
health personnel has reached international
standard, particularly in health operation,
plastic surgery, sex transformation, dentistry
and so on. A large number of foreigners have
continuously received medical services in
Thailand. In 2002 and 2003, there were
630,000 and 973,532 foreign patients
respectively, generating income of 43,549
million Baht.

There is also the improvement of
employment situation, particularly in non-
agricultural sector, expanded by 3.25%
resulting in the decrease in unemployment rate
from 2.29% to 2.37% yoy. The number of
unemployed who need jobs in several areas
increased for 29.18%

In health, hemorrhagic fever was the
major threat in the first quarter this year. There
were 7,215 patients with 12 cases death,
increasing in comparison with the same period
of 2004. Bangkok in particular has the highest
incidence with 1,081 patients and 4 deaths.

social

Social Security Number of juvenile
offender cases tended to reduce in all charges
in comparing to Q4/2004. Cases in property
assault reduced 3.33% from 2,880 cases to
2,559. Cases in life, physical and sexual
assaults reduced from 2,246 cases to 2,171 or
5.62% where illegal drug downed 5.31% from
1,561 cases to 1,478.
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In addition, the number of legal cases
committed by juvenile in Q1/2005 reduced due
to the process of restorative justice, which is the
alternative mean that dispute parties are able to
find the solution without filing the legal case.
This would be particularly useful in solving
juvenile offenses where the case is solved in the
harmonious manner. It also saved the state
budget for over 100 million Baht a year.

Human Behaviour and well-being In
political behaviour, it was found that the Thai
people have been more enthusiastic and
interested in political issues. There were
72.55% of the Thai people voting for the
February 6-election, increasing from 69.94%
and 62.42% in 2001 and 1996 respectively.

Environment The quantity of hazardous
waste from batteries and mobile phone tended
to rise. There were approximately 28 million
phones imported during 2000-2003, while
batteries imported increased from 30 million in
2002 to 43 million in 2003 or increased by
43.3%. The waste from batteries and mobile
phone will enormously increase, if the proper
eradication has not been taken. This, as a
result, will damage the environment and
people health.

Hot Issues : Livable Bangkok : Who
have the answer?

Bangkok population was rapidly
increased in 2003 with over 10 million
populations, 40% moving in without house
registration,  including tourists, foreign
profession/workers and overseas students.
Such situation is reflecting several areas of
concerned.

* Weak family relation. Divorce rate
increased from 1.18 couples per 1000
populations in 1994 to 2.34 in 2003. Parents
have no time available for their children
resulted in unfavorable behaviour, such as
taking illegal drugs, committing violence and
so on. Family size is also smaller. A single
person household increased from 5.9% of the
total in 1980 to 12.9% in 2003. Bangkok has
the highest number of households, or 13.3% of
total households nationwide. There are over
1.5 million people living in slum areas, while
proportion of public parks per one population
is 2.24 square meters per person, under
international standard of 10 million square
meters.
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* Decreasing unemployment rate to
1.5% in 2004 due to the expansion of industry
and service sectors. In addition, Bangkok is
the place for all level of education. There are
1,644 academic institution, over 300 extra
tutorial places and students approximately
150,000 persons. This is one of the factors that
lift up education quality over students in other
areas. However, such quality is still under or
only slightly over 50% of standard criteria.

» Traffic congestion causes economic
and social loses. Traveling time in inner
Bangkok during rush hour is only 16.64
kilometers/hour. In the morning, major cause
of the problem is due to parents taking their
children to school with over 1 million cars on
streets around Bangkok. Traffic congestion
becomes national problem causing economic,
social and environment loses.

* Decreasing safety in life and
property of Bangkok people. Crime rate in
Bangkok area is 2 times higher than that of
nationwide or 385 cases per 100,000
population in 2004, while the rests are 178.
Illegal drug problem in 2005 has positive trend
with only 1,739 cases in the first quarter of
2005.

* Lifestyle and pollution causing
sickness and mental health problems.
Around 86.4% of Bangkok people have the
behaviour in consuming instant foods and
50.4% consuming fast-food. These cause the
risk in consuming unhygienic food and low
quality food leading to sickness, such as food
poisoning, diarrhea, etc. In addition, lifestyle
and environment are also causing the increase
in sickness from protectable diseases. In 2003,
there were 21,441 patients who have cancer
and 160,783 people facing high-blood
pressure. The said two diseases are ranked first
and second causes of death. In addition, air
pollution increases the risk of lung cancer;
particularly people traveling on public buses,
motorcycle, and those who are on the street
over 3 hours or whose residents located near
factory or traffic  congestion areas.
Approximately 44.6% of Bangkok people are
also faced with respiratory disease. Major
cause of the diseases is air pollution containing
micro-dust over standard level on main streets
around Bangkok. This is because of the
increasing number of vehicles, and housing
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and building constructions which have two
times higher than other region. Mental health
problem is also increased from 587 people per
100,000 population in 2001 to 5,485 in 2003.

Summary

No matter how severed problems
Bangkok people have to face, factors to make
Bangkok becoming livable city must be started
at Bangkok people themselves. With high
potential of human capital and structural
advantages, it is the challenge for Bangkok
people to jointly development their quality of
life

NESDB : National Economic and Social
Development Board



