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NESDB reports Thailand’s social movement in
Q3/2005, on December 15, 2005.

Mr. Ampon Kittiampon, NESDB Secretary-
General, Mr. Kitisak Sinthuvanich, Deputy
Secretary-General, and Ms. Suwanee Chamman,
Acting Senior Adviser in Policy and Plan, together
disclosed that NESDB had monitored significant
movements in Thal society during the third quarter
(July-September) of 2005, summarizing that:

Human Quality: Thai labor force increased with
quality in Q3/2005, reaching the total of 37.02
miltion, increasing from 2004 by 1.0 percent. The
labor force finishing secondary education level
upward increased from 38.1 percent in 2004 to
38.9 percent in 2005. Meanwhile, the country,
during the third quarter, was at a full employment
stage. The number of employed persons rose
from 36.1 million in 2004 to 36.5 milion in this
period, lowering unemployment rate to merely
1.36 of total labor force — the lowest record in 3
years. Unempioyment dropped in every region,
except in Bangkok, still showing an unemployment
rate at 2.02 percent. This implies that distribution
of employment opportunities and the grass-roots
economic stimulation had started bearing fruits in
the rural area better than in Bangkok. Agricultural
sector recorded an increase in employment from
15.5 milion persons in 2004 to 15.8 million
persons in 2005. The share of agricultural
employed increased from 43 to 43.4 percent of
total employed for the corresponding period.
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Most Thai children still lagged behind those in
the neighboring countries in terms of English
proficiency. The recent English skill testing by
students from Pratom Suksa 6, Mathayom Suksa
3 (approximately grades 6 and 9), and Mathayom
Suksa 6 (High School) showed average scores
less than 50 percent. The scores were also
tending to drop. In 2001, students at Pratom
Suksa 6 showed an average score of 4986
percent, which dropped to merely 37.3 percent in
2004. Students at Mathayom Suksa 3 dropped
from 39.0 to 32.3 percent, during the same period.
The same was true for High School students,
dropping from 39.1 percent in 2003 to 325
percent in 2004. The world is communicating
very quickly through IT technology, and more than
half of the information is in English. The lack of
English proficiency will become a main restriction
for Thai children to acquire new intemational
experience and knowledge, for higher intemational
competitiveness of the whole Kingdom. As a
result, Thailand has to immediately upgrade
English-language leaming in terms of teaching
methods, instructional equipment, and quality of
the teachers themselves. It becomes a new
challenge to enhance capability of future forces for
national development in years ahead.

Overall mental problems can be measured from
the number of patients in psychiatric hospital,
including those suffering from anxiety, depression
and attempted suicide, all of which had been
improving. The proportion of patients suffering
from mental disorders dropped from 751 persons
per 100,000 in 2003 to 683 persons per 100,000
population in 2004, The proportions of anxious
patients dropped from 865 to 667 persons per
100,000 populaton and the proportion of
depressed patients dropped from 163 to 141
persons per 100,000 population during the same
period, resuling in the drop in attempted suicides
from 40 persons per 100,000 population in 2003
to 32 persons per 100,000 population in the
following year. However, the recent survey results
of teenagers, aged between 15-20 years old, in
Bangkok, in 2005, showed the important problems
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leading teens to suicide attempts were love affairs,
or 31.8 percent. Second most important problem
was education (24.1 percent), third relatives /
family (17 percent) and fourth fiends (10.8
percent), and fifth indebtedness (9.8 percent).
Love in school is, in fact, a nomal situation
according to the development process of human
beings. Most of them, however, are lacking
sound protections and proper advice, thus ieading
to problems. Indebtedness among the teens
mostly stemmed from soccer gambling. Despite
intensive suppression by govemment agencies,
some would play underground, which would
eventually affect their education.

The number of patients suffering from
pneumonia tended to drop from 47,000 cases in
Q3/2003 to 41,000 cases in 2005. This was still
alarming because the normmal ailment records
among Thais showed . the highest record in the
third quarter. Although most people are prone to
pneurnonia during rainy season, relevant agencies
had befter provide proper protection measures to
keep an ailment record close to other quarters of
the year, which would reduce health treatment
expenses and enhance quality of life of the Thai
people.

Social Security: In Q3/2005, the records on
injuries and deaths due to car accidents dropped
as a result of effecive campaigns for
abandonment of alcohol during the annual
Buddhist Lert and alcohol-free transportation
during the Royal Khathin Robe Ceremony. Car
accidents dropped from 30,380 cases in 2004 fo
merely 28,685 cases in 2005, or 5.6 percent. The
number of injuries dropped from 22,464 persons
to 20,503 persons, or 8.1 percent, and the
number of deaths went down from 3,113 to 2,800
persons, during the same period.

In Q3/2005, security in life and property among
the general public improved. Drug-related cases
dropped to 24,768 cases, down 12.8 percent,
physical assaults and sexual abuses stood at
10,453 cases, down 13.6 percent, including the
drop in threats to physical assets standing at
19,145 cases, down 0.6 percent.
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The record on drug-related cases by children
and youth increased to 2,893 cases, or 164
percent. Physical assaults and sexual abuses
rose to 2,233 cases, or an increase by 1.9
percent, while threats to properties showed an
increase by 1,769 cases, or 16.8 percent, up from
the preceding quarter.

There were several factors identified as main
causes for crime commitments among children
and the youth, such as seduction by friends,
family problems and ignorance. In addition,
viclence on VDO and cyber games was also
relevant. These included some pomographic
media and website, which would lead to
unfavorable behaviors among children and the
youth. The govemment and relevant agencies
had extensively eradicated some pom materials
and websites, arresting 1,377 cases of pom
products all over the country during April-October
2005, finding over 11,425 suspects involved in the
move. No less than 1,196 websites had been
examined, and 1,070 websites with “improper
materials™ had been banned. More creative
programs had been publicized, such as Children
and Youth Programs, Creative Programs for
Cultural Promotion and the support for some
"Good Net’, etc. Parents should exercise greater
care for their kids in terms of companionship and
proper uses of free time. There should be
govemment measures to hasten the elimination of
violent games and pormn materials, in order to
safeguard our children for future prosperity of our
nation.

Social Behaviors and Living Conditions: Most
consumers had received better protections, as
evidenced by the faling pefiions from 2,169
cases in Q1/2005, to 1,581 cases in Q3/2005,
decreasing 27 percent. Petitions against general
goods and services dropped from 1,278 to 805
cases, down 37.0 percent during the same period.
Nonetheless, pefitions against sale confracts of
houses, land and condominiums increased from -
476 cases in Q2 to 631 cases in Q3, up 326
percent following expansion in the local property
market.

Environment: Pollution tended to increase in
some major water resources, thus resulting in a
fewer number of sources of good water quality,
dropping from 40 percent of all water resources in
2002 to merely 32 percent in 2003, and 23
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percent in 2004, The number of water sources,
with water quality at only a fair level, or being at a
deferiorating stage, tended to rise. People in
communities have increasingly recognized the
significance of preservation and rehabilitation of
natural sources of water equivalent to pure natural
water quality, as much as possible.

Highlight: “Urban Poor”

Urban poverty had quickly declined. The
proportion of urban poor fell from 8.7 percent in
2000 to merely 4.9 percent of total urban
population in 2004, or equal to total urban poor of
978,000 persons. Most of whom, or 41.6 percent,
are in the Northeast, especially Kalasin,
Chaiyaphum, Udon Thani, the top three provinces
with the highest number of urban poor. However,
there was some relative poverty stemming from
social disparities as a result of different life styles
between those who “haves” and “haves-not’.

* Nature of Poverty-Stricken Households was
mostly female-headed households, holding
education level at a primary level or lower, aged
lower than 19 years old or higher than 60 years
old. They were mostly involved in vendor frading
and generally hired workers. The most wartisome
issue for them was the inconstant income level, as
followed by indebtedness, health and intemal
family problems, respectively.

¢ TV Receivers and Motorcycles became
essential properties for the urban poor. Over
91.4 percent of urban households had a TV set to
follow up news reports and entertainment at an
affordable cost, and 48.7 percent of them had
motorcycles of their own in order to save time in
their daily journeys. These sometimes resulted in
higher transportation costs when compared with
traveling by public transportation. Some would
incur higher expenses in installment payments.

¢+ Uncontrollable expenditure: Most urban
poor had an improper spending pattern. Monthly
expenses of over 35.7 percent of the samples
exceeded their income, while 51.4 percent of
them had to send money back home, mainly for
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children and the elderly, unlike most rural families
still having simple life styles. These rural families
were mostly independent, ltiving under sufficiency
and mutual contribution, thus keeping expenses
under control, with chances for income increase.

¢+ There were more accesses to public
facilities for urban poor, thanks to several
government projects, especially the universal
health program, OTOP, village and urban fund,
securitization, Baan Man Kong Project, Baan Ua-
Athon Project, Knock-down Housing Project and
education loans for poor students, etc.

* Most urban poor were satisfied with their
living conditions in general. They were satisfied
with family, housing and occupation. Only half of
them were satisfied with their income, and one-
third were dissatisfied with their monthly income.

* Urban poverty should be alleviated through
sufficiency in living. In the past, most sectors
had participated in alleviating urban poverty, just
to make ends meet for the poor. Now, the
problems mainly stem from insufficient income, or
insufficient income for their demand. There were
greater disparities between those affluent families
and those with insufficient income for
consumption, due to imitation of lavish spending.
Consequently, urban poverty alleviation can be
achieved by reduction of social disparities, through
fairer income distribution, together with adherence
to sufficiency economy. On top of that, emphasis
should be on the urban poor themselves. They
have to adjust their spending behaviors and
lifestyles, shifting toward sufficiency in life and
justifiable spending. They should leam to develop
themselves for more employment opportunities
and income increases, together with savings for a
better life in the future.

NESDB : National Economic and Social
Development Board



