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The Office of
Development Board (NESDB), on June 5, 2009, reported

the National Economic and Social
Thailand’s social condition in the first quarter of 2009.

Dr. Ampon Kittiampon, NESDB Secretary General, and
Ms. Suwannee

together disclosed that the Office of the NESDB, had

Khamman, Deputy Secretary General,

monitored significant social movements, summarizing that:
Social Development Report in Q1/2009 (Jan. — Mar.)
Human Quality Dimension: Unemployment picked
up to 2.1 percent, due to layoffs in manufacturing sector
and a large number of new graduates entering the labor
market. However, overall employment remained to grow
by 1.9 percent, across the agricultural, services and public
sectors. In addition, the implementation of stimulus
measures has started to bear fruit, thus accommodating
and mitigating difficulties in the labor market. As for
education, the O-NET results still reflected unsatisfied
achievements in education, which need investments to
enhance educational quality of the entire system together
with monitoring to ensure effectiveness of investments. In
terms of public health, “Chikungunya” epidemic spread rapidly
from the Lower Southern sub-region to more than 28
provinces. Another emerging concern was the outbreak of
Influenza A (H1N1). Thailand is now entering rainy season
when influenza tends to spread rapidly in seasonal epidemics.
Hence close surveillance is needed to prevent the bridging
between seasonal influenza and these emerging viruses.
Moreover, tuberculosis patients increased continuously,

due largely to HIV/AIDS infection, and drug resistance

among TB bacteria leads to higher treatment costs.

Social Security Dimension: The number of crimes
dropped, in particular crime against property. However,
drug-related cases intensified continuously. Teenagers are

the most vulnerable group that needed closer attention.
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Road accidents were mostly due to driving over speed
limits. Accidents caused by drunkard driving increased
markedly especially during Songkran Festival whereas
accidents among motorcycles constituted the highest
share of 81.9 percent. Among children aged below 15,

drowning was most frequent cause of accidental death.

Behavioral and Living Dimensions: Current
economic problems resulted in the decline of tobacco and
alcoholic beverages. Consumer tended to be more
prudent in borrowing, but overdue repayment increased
among the low-income earners. Pawnshops were
alternative source of funds for spending and mitigating

debt burden from credit card or informal lending.

Environmental Dimension: Industrial pollution has
generated drastic effects on health and quality of life of
the residents at Map Ta Phut industrial zone, which has
been demarcated as a pollution-control area. Both
communities and business sector should cooperate in
finding proper ways to solve the problems, through
environmental preservation, and strict compliance with the

standards, rules and regulations.
Highlights
Consumption Behavior Amid Economic Hardships

In 2008, Thai people and society experienced
adverse effects from the economic downturn. With lower
confidence of occupations and income, many people have
become more frugal in their spending. Many have slowed
down purchase of durable goods and cut unnecessary
spending. It is worth noting that the number of buyers of
lottery/ underground lottery changed only slightly. Amid
the rising prices of food, many have cut spending on
energy drinks and alcoholic beverages, as well as
luxurious meal. They have also shifted to nearby flea

markets and stores, and kept spending as necessary only.

Consumer credits slowed down. However,

indebtedness mounted up among the low-income earners.
Some were trapped in informal lending, due to limited
access to formal income

funding sources. Dropping

inevitably affected debt-servicing capability among the
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low-income earners. Many of them had to pay for high
and had been prone to mean

the The

late payment fees,

collections of debts by informal lenders.
government should take care of the deal in order to

ensure fairness for all.

The survey conducted by NESDB during April 16-30,
2009 showed that people have adopted the Philosophy of
the Sufficiency Economy in their daily life, especially
justifiable spending, savings, avoidance of additional debt
creation, as well as maintenance and reparation of
devices instead of purchases of new ones. Dissemination
of knowledge and understanding of the Philosophy of the
Sufficiency Economy will be of great benefits to the public.

Regarding the economic stimulus measures for
mitigation of hardship among the low-income earners, the
recent surveys among four target groups in the latter half
of April, indicated that 93 percent of eligible persons
already received the 2,000 Baht-government rebate
cheque. Old-age allowance recipients increased by 40
percent and 26.6 percent of samples who were Village
Healthcare Volunteers, already received the money. As for
their spending plans, 24 percent of the elderly samples
intended to save all the money, compared with the
proportions of 11 percent of the recipients of the 2,000-
Baht cheque, and 14 percent of healthcare volunteers
respectively. The respondents felt that these measures
had improved their economic standings. Regarding
measures to reduce people’s expenditures, approximately
63.6 percent of the respondents were benefited from the
five-measure-six-month program, but 15.8 percent of them
had ever purchased products under the “Blue Flag”
champagne. Around 80 percent of beneficiaries already
received money from free-education program.

Concerning the job creation and potential upgrading
programs, the “sufficiency community” projects were
responsive to the needs of a community. The “Tonkla
Archeep” project still encountered problems in thorough

PR and the access to the system, etc.

NESDB : National Economic and Social Development Board



