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The Office of the National Economic and Social Development
Board (NESDB), on September 4, 2009, reported Thailand’s
social condition in the 2nd quarter of 2009.

Dr. Ampon Kittiampon, NESDB Secretary General, and Ms.
Suwannee Kamman, Deputy Secretary General, together
disclosed that the Office of the NESDB, had monitored
significant social movements, summarizing that:

Social Development Report in Q2/2009 (April — June)

Human Quality Dimension: Overall employment
increased by 2.3 percent, with considerable expansion in both
agricultural and non-agricultural sectors, except employment in
that

Unemployment had lessened from 2.1 percent in the first

manufacturing  sector contracted by 3.2 percent.
quarter to 1.8 percent in the second quarter and job placement
rate improved. However, unemployment rate remained high
among bachelor degree and high vocational diploma graduate.
As for the public health, increasing numbers of Aedes
mosquito due to favorable environmental condition were major
cause of wide spread dengue fever and Chikungunya
epidemic, with more than 20,000 patients each in the second
quarter. The outbreak of Influenza A (H1N1) still continued.
Although the death toll was in check at minimal rate, closed
surveillance is needed to prevent the cross breeding of this
emerging virus.

Social Security Dimension: The number of crimes
dropped from the first quarter, especially crimes against
property dropped by 8.1 percent, due to the proactive
prevention measures. The number of drug-related cases
declined slightly from the previous quarter as well. Offence
among children and youth tended to drop, but narcotic related
remained the most frequent cases.

Behavioral and Living Dimensions: Consumption of
tobacco and alcoholic beverages declined, due partly to excise
tax raise. However, consumption of alcoholic beverages
among children and youth increased at an alarming rate, as
alcoholic beverages could be bought easily nearby educational
risks from

institutions. Consumers encountered higher

cosmetic products and beautification services, due to

exaggerating advertisements and sub-standard services. Thus,
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2
proper knowledge should be provided to consumers, together
the
substantial increase in sales of IT products faster than the

with supervision on service providers. Meanwhile,

growth of users in 2008 reflected over-consumption behavior.

Environmental Dimension: Rapid

population and urbanization, as well as the changing pattern of

expansion in

life and consumption led to remarkable increase in garbage
volume. Only 38 percent of garbage has been disposed of
properly. It is essential to promote the separation of garbage at
a household level for further recycles, which would save

resources and energy, and reduce environmental problems.
Highlights

Global Warming and Thai Society The global warming
or climate change has affected directly the quality of life. It will
soon become a disaster, unless there are changes in our daily
behaviors.

Human induced global warming as production and
consumption have led to accumulation of greenhouse gas. In
Thailand,
electricity generation fuel use, has been the largest source of

the energy sector, mainly transportation and
greenhouse gas emission of around 56 percent. Other sources
included agriculture, industrial process, waste, and land-use
change and forestry.

Effects of Global Warming on Thai People

® Works: The climate fluctuation, more frequent natural
disasters and higher tendency of animal and plant disease
outbreaks, cause some tremendous effects on quantity and
quality of agricultural outputs. Dropping production, amid the
rising production costs, will accelerate poverty among
agricultural households. Fertility of marine resources has been
reducing markedly.

® Health: There is a higher tendency of outbreak of
pandemics, especially those with insects as the main carriers.
The severe weather fluctuation has resulted in higher risks

against those people with low immunization.

® Security: The more frequent of severe natural
disasters have caused tremendous loss in life and property.
The worst flooding in 60-year took place in 2006, for example,
affected 4.2 milion people. In addition, the higher seawater
and stronger waves have caused rapid erosion among the
coastlines. Droughts have been more severe, thus resulting in
shortage of water for production and consumption.

Public Awareness towards the Global Warming Crisis:
Most of the Thai
information regarding the global warming, mainly through

people have exposed themselves to

television. However, the NESDB survey on 4,012 samples



27N 10 JIRIANIUTTIN@aWL3N Fouas 30 galanudnlates
= & o a o o a
anzl,ﬂuqﬂaiiﬂﬂumwﬁaﬂmnumiﬂsqu@mi‘sulu
FAaUTzdTniNoann1:lanTon LasFINAGaNARAR LWAT
widgynn
vAA o o a A o Aa
e M3lTFI0U3:917% RanTINNTrwaan1dzlanTound
A va o o A Aa A o o
msUjuanuwuniniduisasndenusenlasiunisdszvge
ltisuazlinsznudannuszaInguiy a1f Ussnaanmsls
TWH danfanssundasdoaldiraduduinazinisljua
Nay 13U N1IA19LATeddTuanmaasdteslay 2 A9 FIUNI
L3 v A v 1 Wd‘d v 4
mﬂmnmmsmsmuuaUiﬂﬂmwn:‘[uﬂqugﬂmwy"lﬂmmz’lm
Aa Il =
m@]aglumaa
. @”mmigﬂ[ﬂﬂuﬁnﬂ lunsaasulatiandafudiuas
Uﬁﬁ;ﬁ'm%ﬂ'\aﬁmﬂﬁmmﬁﬂﬁ'rgﬁ'uL%aaﬁmmﬁauﬁaﬂ
laslawzasmilinadunugananadn Ingudiacne 11u 3
AN 9 @ = o a o v & o A '
nlald srunfuiazlinsligedridsldganaadnaautan
VNTIZAN B A IFUM baitBad ule
o musnvezaiudymlng nqudretwsulng dalai
FIMTREnTezIsaan 1 lanTan wazhsvslas linisuen
stwzm@mmjﬂmmﬁﬂm Lﬁmﬂuﬁaaijamﬂ WAZHIVNATEUL
895U
v o = Q/
unanluwnisannidzlansandrusudsanlng au
lusinudasdarnsiulagainsdduunisaindiondsznea
sunqua waziduliariufiniaden ludiuseinissusidag
MIlEWAI9U AdTlinIaInInIzguadiidaitasunziia
mmmig\ﬂa W 8RN MEINUNNTRIILDT NUNIUNTTHIIA LA
@ @ a A o @ o {
lmqammuqawmamnﬁnﬂ@wauam 219naaeIUSuLUREU
Bnilasiuusigeladiunan finnsldanuiusssusidiaae
nizduldaiiFamiuanuddguaziniiuenuos uazaing
srupdaiiufiiaed e fusznaugiia adslianuddgyiu
mandaduduazuInIiduiianudwiases wlouioniasg
dasdanudaiauluiaimslivlanainandagiasegiag
WE7 AN TERNTA TN LU LU UFILATNITITNRIING LA
' v o AR K v AA' &
uHwWlaTINTANY 9 dasdiafiamsaanzlanawiaiin
WUUBENILALARITITHE LT N1IISNILUUNITINDIAT19F

Wea iluen

3
during August 4-11, 2009, founded that approximately 30
percent of the respondents stil showed a low level of
understanding on this problem, which would be a main
hindrance for adjusting their daily behavior to reduce the global
warming. There would be some effects on their attitude
towards the problem, as well.

® Daily Activities: The most popular activities to reduce
the global warming have been mainly involved in expenditure
savings, without effects on their conveniences, such as
savings on electricity consumption. There have been lower
responses to some activities that require extra cost, such as
cleaning of air-conditions twice a year, and uses of public
transportation, particularly for those high-income urbanized
people.

®  Consumption: Environmental concern has not been
the priority in consumers’ decision making. Especially one third
of the respondents have never used cloth bag in lieu of plastic
bag. Moreover, some remained use plastic bags together with
cloth bags.

®  Separation of garbage remains a major hurdle: Most
of the respondents said they did not realize that separation of
garbage would reduce the global warming effects. They
ignored the separation of garbage, due to the lack of proper
understanding. Some found it inconvenient, due to the lack of
facilities.

Guidelines for Reduction of Global Warming Effects
in Thai Society: People in society should participate in the
creation of values for sufficiency and environmental friendly
lives. The government should further promote energy-saving
campaigns with more incentives, such as reduction cost of air-
condition cleaning. Campaign for use of cloth bag should be
reconsidered; some price incentives might be effective.
Knowledge providing together with appropriate campaigns on
separation of garbage, and sufficient facilities are required. The
business sector should emphasize the production of green
products and services. The government should have a clear
economic restructuring policy towards green economy,
enhancing efficiency of transportation systems and energy use.
Furthermore, environmental issues should be concerned in

programs and projects implementation.

NESDB : National Economic and Social Development Board



